Finch & C°

SAILORS SCRIMSHAW ‘FRIENDSHIP AST' CARVED WHALEBONE AND SPERM WHALE TOOTH WALKING CANE

ASAILORS SCRIMSHAW ‘FRIENDSHIP FIST CARVED WHALEBONE AND SPERMWHALE TOOTH WALKING CANE WITH INLAYS
OF BALEEN
OLD YELLOW CREAMY PATINA
MD 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 92CMLONG - 36%4 INS LONG

LITERATURE

SCRIMSHANDERS, BOTH AVERICAN AND BRITISH, DID NOT USE THE CANES THEY PRODUCED ON BOARD SHIP, BUT GAVE
THEMAS KEEPSAKES TO SWEETHEARTS AND RELATIVES WHEN THEY ARRIVED HOME, OR SOLD THEMTO QUAY SIDE
TRADERS WHEN THEIR SHIP RETURNED TO PORT. AS THE BOAT STEERER OF THE WHALER ‘CLIFFORD WAYNE’ OF
FARHOVEN, MASSACHUSETTS, WROTE IN THE SHIP'S LOGBOOK IN 1844, ‘NOTHING DO WE DO BUT MAKE CANES TO
SUPPORT OUR DIGNITY WITH WHEN WE GET HOVE'.



