
SAILORS SCRIMSHAW WALRUS TUSK CANE
A SAILORS SCRIMSHAW WALRUS TUSK CANE HANDLE CARVED WITH THE HEAD OF A LARGE MALE WALRUS 

PROBABLY AMERICAN 
LATE 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 12CM HIGH - 4¾ INS HIGH / 19.5CM HIGH - 7¾ INS HIGH (WITH BASE)

 
LITERATURE

IN THE 1840’S THE AMERICAN WHALERS BEGAN IN EARNEST TO HUNT THE WHALE IN ARCTIC WATERS. HOWEVER, THE
WHALES FOUND THERE HAD NO TEETH AND SO THE SCRIMSHANDERS USED THE IVORY TUSKS OF THE WALRUS FOR

THEIR CARVINGS. RANGING IN SIZE FROM 18 TO 32 INCHES THE TUSKS WERE USED BY THE WALRUS FOR DIGGING
SHELLFISH OUT OF THE SEA BED TO EAT. IN FACT THEIR FAMILY NAME ‘ODOBENIDAE’ MEANS ‘THOSE THAT WALK WITH

THEIR TEETH’ AS IT STANDS ON ITS HEAD AND MOVES SLOWLY BACKWARD USING ITS TUSKS AND STIFF CHEEK BRISTLES
TO EXTRICATE THE SHELLFISH. THE TUSKS ARE ALSO USED FOR CLIMBING STEEP ICE BANKS AND FOR DEFENCE. THE
WHALERS OFTEN TRADED GOODS WITH THE ESKIMO TO OBTAIN WALRUS TUSKS WHICH THEY KNEW AS ‘MORSE’ IVORY.

 


