
NATIVE AMERICAN CENTRAL PLAINS CHEYENNE KNIFE SHEATH
A NATIVE AMERICAN CENTRAL PLAINS CHEYENNE KNIFE SHEATH DECORATED WITH A GEOMETRIC DESIGN FORMED OF

GLASS BEADS SEWN ON DEER HIDE WITH TIN CONE AND HORSE HAIR TASSELS
FINE AND ORIGINAL CONDITION

CIRCA 1860 - 70
SIZE: 43.5CM HIGH, APPROX: 9CM WIDE - 17 INS HIGH, APPROX: 3½ INS WIDE / 44.5CM HIGH - 17½ INS HIGH (WITH BASE)

 
LITERATURE

ACROSS THE NORTHERN STATES OF AMERICA THE FUR TRADE INITIATED A DYNAMIC STREAM OF PEOPLE AND GOODS
WHICH ACCELERATED THE COMMUNICATION AND DIFFUSION OF ART STYLES. IDEAS AND MOTIFS RIPPLED BACK AND

FORTH ACROSS THE COUNTRY AND WERE CARRIED DOWN THE MAJOR RIVERS BY TRADERS. BOTH NATIVE AND EURO-
AMERICAN TRADERS RANGED ACROSS HUGE DISTANCES; IT IS KNOWN THAT SOME IROQUOIS FUR-TRADERS

PENETRATED AS FAR AS WESTERN CANADA.
THE FUR TRADERS BOUGHT THE TRADITION OF WEARING A KNIFE ON A BELT AROUND THE WAIST TO THE NATIVE

AMERICAN TRIBES. THE BLADE WAS OFTEN OF TRADED BRITISH SHEFFIELD STEEL, BUT THE DECORATION ON THE
SHEATH WAS WHOLLY INDIGENOUS AND UNIQUE TO THE AMERICAN INDIANS. AMONGST THE CHEYENNE THE

PRODUCTION OF BEADWORK WAS RESTRICTED TO WOMEN WHO FORMED CRAFT GUILDS.

 


