
FRENCH DIEPPE CARVED IVORY FIGURE GROUP PORTRAYING THE EMPEROR NAPOLEON I WITH HIS WIFE MARIE-LOUISE AND
HIS ONLY SON JOSEPH-FRANCOIS-CHARLES CROWNED ‘ROI DE ROME’

A RARE FRENCH DIEPPE CARVED IVORY FIGURE GROUP PORTRAYING THE EMPEROR NAPOLEON I WITH HIS WIFE MARIE-
LOUISE AND HIS ONLY SON JOSEPH-FRANCOIS-CHARLES CROWNED ‘ROI DE ROME’ 

STANDING ON AN EMPIRE STOOL
AN IVORY PLAQUE TO THE EBONISED PLINTH ENTITLED ‘FAMILLE BONAPARTE’

CIRCA 1812 - 14
SIZE: 16CM HIGH, 11CM WIDE, 6.5CM DEEP - 6¼ INS HIGH, 4¼ INS WIDE, 2½ INS DEEP / 28CM HIGH - 11 INS HIGH (WITH

BASE)

 
LITERATURE

IN 1809 NAPOLEON DIVORCED HIS FIRST WIFE JOSEPHINE, WHO WAS CHILDLESS, AND MARRIED THE ARCHDUCHESS
MARIE LOUISE OF AUSTRIA. HIS LONGED FOR SON WAS BORN IN 1811. IN 1810 NAPOLEON HAD VISITED DIEPPE WITH
MARIE LOUISE AND IT IS DOCUMENTED BOUGHT AN IVORY SHIP FROM LOUIS-CHARLES-VINCENT BELLETÍªTE. IN THE
EARLY 19TH CENTURY THERE WERE MORE IVORY CARVERS AT WORK IN FRANCE THAN IN ANY OTHER EUROPEAN

COUNTRY, AND THEIR STANDING WAS ENHANCED WHEN NAPOLEON’S CLIENT KINGS AND COURT NOBLES FLOCKED TO
PARIS TO CONSUME FRENCH GOODS. PARIS AND DIEPPE RAPIDLY ATTRACTED IVORY WORKERS FROM OTHER

COUNTRIES SUCH AS THE AGED AND FAMOUS GIUSEPPE MARIA BONZANIGO (1744-1820) WHO HAD WORKED ALL HIS LIFE
IN TURIN, ITALY, WHICH NAPOLEON ADDED TO THE FRENCH EMPIRE. AT THE REQUEST OF THE EMPRESS MARIE LOUISE,
BONZANIGO CONSTRUCTED A COIN CABINET, NOW IN THE LOUVRE IN PARIS, OF EBONY AND IVORY ORNAMENTED WITH A

PORTRAIT OF NAPOLEON’S SECOND EMPRESS, IMPERIAL EMBLEMS AND ALLEGORICAL FIGURES.

 


