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LITERATURE

RATS ARE THE MESSENGERS OF DAIKOKU THE GOD OF WORLDLY PROSPERITY. HIS RATS SHOULD BE LOOKED UPON AS
A WARNING AGAINST CARELESSNESS IN PROTECTING MATERIAL POSSESSIONS. IN JAPANESE LEGEND THE OTHER GODS

BECAME JEALOUS OF DAIKOKU WHEN THEY SAW HOW THE PEOPLE BROUGHT HIM OFFERINGS PRAYING FOR
PROSPERITY. THEY WANTED TO GET RID OF HIM AND ASKED EMMA-O, THE KING OF HELL TO SEND HIS SLYEST DEMON,

SHIRO, TO KILL HIM. THE DEMON FOUND DAIKOKU SITTING ON RICE BALES IN A BARN, BUT THE GOD HEARD HIS
FOOTSTEPS AND SENT HIS CHIEF RAT TO SEE WHO WAS THERE. WHEN THE RAT DISCOVERED SHIRO, HE FETCHED A

BRANCH OF HOLLY AND ATTACKED THE DEMON WITH THIS PRICKLY WEAPON AND CHASED HIM BACK TO THE PORTAL OF
HELL.

 


