
RARE JAPANESE NETSUKE IN THE FORM OF A WORKING MODEL OF A WESTERN WALL GUN
A FINE AND RARE JAPANESE NETSUKE IN THE FORM OF A WORKING MODEL OF A WESTERN WALL GUN WITH A GOLD

INLAID IRON BARREL AND WOODEN STOCK WITH MATCHLOCK MECHANISM
A LOOSE METAL RING ACTS AS THE ‘HIMOTOSHI’

UNSIGNED
CIRCA 1800AD

SIZE: 6.5CM LONG - 2½ INS LONG / 7CM HIGH - 2¾ INS HIGH (WITH BASE)

 
LITERATURE

IN THE 16TH CENTURY THE PORTUGUESE INTRODUCED TOBACCO AND PIPE SMOKING TO JAPAN AND BY THE END OF
THE 17TH CENTURY EVERY WELL OFF JAPANESE MAN WANTED TO CARRY A TOBACCO POUCH AND PIPE CASE. NETSUKE
WERE NEEDED TO HOLD THESE INSIDE THEIR CLOTHING AND THE EARLIEST PRODUCED IN ANY QUANTITY WERE THE
CARVINGS OF TALL FIGURES IN WOOD AND IVORY THAT REPRESENTED THE DUTCH AND CHINESE MERCHANTS WHO

LIVED SEGREGATED IN NAGASAKI, OR OF THE TAOIST IMMORTALS CALLED ‘SENNIN’, OR THE BUDDHIST SAINTS KNOWN
AS ‘RAKAN’.

THE CHINESE HAD LONG USED TOGGLES OF HARD-STONE AND SEALS OF CARVED IVORY THAT WERE OFTEN
SURMOUNTED BY A CARVING OF A LION DOG OR OTHER AUSPICIOUS CREATURE. AFTER 1720 WHEN JAPAN LIFTED THE

BAN ON THE IMPORTATION OF FOREIGN BOOKS, JAPANESE CRAFTSMEN BEGAN TO COPY THE IMAGES THEY SAW OF
THESE AND OTHER CURIOSITIES, SUCH AS THE GOANESE CARVINGS OF THE CHRIST CHILD AND CHINESE NUDE

MEDICAL FIGURES. ALL OF WHICH SET A FASHION IN JAPAN FOR IVORY THAT HAD NOT PREVIOUSLY BEEN GREATLY USED
AS A MATERIAL.

 


