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AN INTERESTING SOUTH GERMAN BAVARIAN OBERAMMERGAU CARVED PINEWOOD SCULPTURE OF A FEMALE ELEPHANT

A CHRISTMAS CRIB FIGURE
18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 14.5CM HIGH, 21CM LONG, 6.5CM WIDE - 5¾ INS HIGH, 8¼ INS LONG, 2½ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

THE WOODCARVING SKILLS OF THE AMMERGAU CRAFTSMEN WERE ALREADY BEING PRAISED FOR THEIR QUALITY BY A
TRAVELLING FLORENTINE IN 1520. BY THE 18TH CENTURY THEY HAD FORMED A GUILD WITH THEIR OWN RULES AND

REGULATIONS AND THERE DEVELOPED A NEW INDUSTRY IN CREATING CHRISTMAS CRIB SCULPTURES OF ANIMALS AND
FIGURES. IN BAVARIA THE COUNTER-REFORMATION REVIVED A SENSE OF JOY IN CREATING THESE SCENES TO WHICH AN
EVER INCREASING NUMBER OF ADDITIONAL FIGURES COULD BE MADE. THIS TRADITION OF SCULPTURE HAD ITS ROOTS
IN THE MIDDLE AGES, BUT THE CHRISTMAS CRIB WAS NOW SEEN AS A THREE DIMENSIONAL REPRESENTATION OF THE

CHRISTIAN IDEA OF DIVINE SALVATION.
THE ENORMOUS DISPLAYS OF SCENERY AND FIGURES IN BAVARIA ENTICED MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY INTO THE
CHURCHES TO VIEW THEM, ONLY THE VERY WEALTHY COULD AFFORD SUCH ELABORATE CREATIONS IN THEIR OWN

HOUSES. ALL MANNER OF ANIMALS AND FIGURES, OFTEN INSPIRED BY IMAGES IN ENGRAVINGS, WERE CARVED AND LIKE
THE POPULAR DRAMATIC PERFORMANCES OF THE MIDDLE AGES THE SCENES INCORPORATED VARIOUS SECULAR

ASPECTS.

 


