
ANCIENT EGYPTIAN BLUE-GREEN GLAZED FAÍ̄ ENCE USHABTI
A FINE ANCIENT EGYPTIAN BLUE-GREEN GLAZED FAÍ̄ ENCE USHABTI DECORATED WITH A T-SHAPED TEXT IN BLUE FOR

‘ANKHEP’ AND A BLUE SEED BAG OVER THE LEFT SHOULDER
30TH DYNASTY 400 - 350 BC

SIZE: 18CM HIGH - 7 INS HIGH / 22CM HIGH - 8¾ INS HIGH (WITH BASE)

 
LITERATURE

FUNERARY FIGURINES ARE MUMMIFORM IN APPEARANCE AND DEVELOPED DURING THE MIDDLE KINGDOM OUT OF THE
STATUETTES AND MODELS PROVIDED IN THE TOMBS OF THE OLD KINGDOM. BY THE LATE PERIOD (747 - 332BC) THE
TERM ‘USHABTI’ MEANING ‘ANSWERER’ WAS IN GENERAL USE. THEIR PURPOSE WAS TO SPARE THEIR OWNER FROM

MENIAL TASKS IN THE AFTERLIFE WHICH WOULD BE REQUIRED IN ORDER TO PRODUCE, PREPARE AND COOK FOOD. THE
‘SHABTI’ STOOD IN FOR BOTH THE DECEASED, IN WHOSE NAME THEY WOULD ANSWER THE CALL TO WORK, AND THE

SERVANTS OF THE DECEASED. MOST ARE DECORATED WITH CHAPTER 6 OF THE BOOK OF THE DEAD WHICH IS
THEREFORE KNOWN AS THE ‘USHABTI CHAPTER’. INITIALLY THE DECEASED WAS PROVIDED WITH ONLY ONE STATUETTE,

BUT BY THE NEW KINGDOM THE NUMBERS LEFT IN TOMBS HAD INCREASED SIGNIFICANTLY SO THAT THERE MIGHT BE
365 FIGURES, ONE FOR EVERY DAY OF THE YEAR, ACCOMPANIED BY 36 ‘OVERSEERS’. IT IS SAID THAT OVER 700 WERE
FOUND IN THE TOMB OF SETY I (1294 - 1279BC). THEIR USE DIED OUT DURING THE PTOLEMAIC PERIOD (332 - 30BC).

 


