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A PAIR OF ENGLISH ASHFORD INLAID BLACK MARBLE OBELISKS ‘AFTER THE ANTIQUE’

19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 55CM HIGH - 21¾ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

THE FLORENTINE ‘PIETRE-DURE’ AND ROMAN INLAID STONE WORK FOUND A READY MARKET AMONGST THE WEALTHY
GRAND TOURISTS OF THE 18TH AND EARLY 19TH CENTURIES. THE DUKES OF DEVONSHIRE WERE ALSO IMPRESSED AND
BEGAN TO COMMISSION LOCAL CRAFTSMEN IN DERBYSHIRE TO CREATE SIMILAR INLAYS IN ASHFORD BLACK MARBLE, A
DARK LIMESTONE QUARRIED NEAR ASHFORD-IN-THE-WATER. HENRY WATSON IS REGARDED AS THE MAJOR FIGURE IN

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE INDUSTRY INLAYING ASHFORD BLACK MARBLE IN THE 1750’S AT HIS LOCAL WATER
POWERED MILL. THE DESIGNS INSPIRED BY THOSE OF THE ITALIAN WORKSHOPS CONSISTED OF RANDOMLY SHAPED
PIECES, REGULAR GEOMETRIC PATTERNS OR NATURALISTIC PICTURES OF FLOWERS OR BUTTERFLIES. THE EARLIER

WORK IS INLAID WITH LOCAL STONES SUCH AS BLUE JOHN FLUORSPAR, BROWN ROSEWOOD MARBLE, OAK-STONE
BARITE, DUKES RED MARBLE AND FOSSIL LIMESTONES, TOGETHER WITH GREEN RUSSIAN MALACHITE OR CONNEMARA

MARBLE.

 


