
FRENCH ‘AFTER THE ANTIQUE’ BRONZE PLAQUE DEPICTING THE EDUCATION OF ALEXANDER THE GREAT
A FRENCH ‘AFTER THE ANTIQUE’ BRONZE PLAQUE DEPICTING THE EDUCATION OF ALEXANDER THE GREAT (356 - 323BC)

WITHIN A NEO CLASSICAL ‘EMPIRE’ SETTING
IN ORIGINAL OAK FRAME

OLD INK INSCRIPTION TO REVERSE 
EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 7CM HIGH, 26.5CM WIDE - 2¾ INS HIGH, 10½ INS WIDE / 14CM HIGH, 34.5CM WIDE - 5½ INS HIGH, 13½ INS WIDE
(FRAME)

 
LITERATURE

THE GREATEST GENERAL IN ALL ANTIQUITY, ALEXANDER WAS TUTORED IN HIS YOUTH BY ARISTOTLE WHO IS SHOWN
SEATED TEACHING THE BOY WEARING HIS HELMET, WHILST HIS FATHER PHILIP II AND HIS MOTHER OLYMPIAS OF EPIRUS

LOOK ON. IT IS SAID THAT ALEXANDER SHOWED EARLY INTELLIGENCE AND POWER OF COMMAND; AT 18 HE LED THE
MACEDONIAN CAVALRY WITH DISTINCTION AT THE BATTLE OF CHAERONEA IN 338 BC, WHICH SAW THE DEFEAT OF

THEBES AND ATHENS BY MACEDON. WHEN HIS FATHER WAS MURDERED IN 336 BC HE SUCCEEDED WITHOUT
OPPOSITION AS THE ONLY CAPABLE MALE HEIR TO THE KINGDOM OF MACEDON, AND THE LEADERSHIP OF GREEK CITY

STATES. HE IMMEDIATELY PUT TO DEATH PHILIP’S BABY SON, BY HIS LATEST WIFE EURYDICE, ALSO KNOWN AS
CLEOPATRA, WHOSE BIRTH THREATENED HIS EXPECTATIONS. 

IN HIS LIFETIME HE WAS WIDELY ACCLAIMED AS DIVINE, THE SON OF ZEUS, AND HE SEEMS TO HAVE BELIEVED IN HIS OWN
DIVINITY AND WAS ENCOURAGED IN THIS BELIEF BY HIS MOTHER. HE STROVE TO EMULATE THOSE OTHER SONS OF

GODS, THE HOMERIC HEROES. HIS MOST LASTING ACHIEVEMENT WAS TO EXTEND THE GREEK LANGUAGE AND
INSTITUTIONS OVER THE EASTERN WORLD IN SUCH A WAY THAT HE BROUGHT ABOUT AN ABSOLUTE BREAK WITH THE
PAST. NO REGION ONCE CONQUERED AND SETTLED BY ALEXANDER RESUMED ITS OLD WAYS UNINFLUENCED BY THE

CONQUEST.

 


