Finch & C°

NEW ZEALAND MAORI ‘TAIAHA'

AN EXCEPTIONAL NEW ZEALAND MAORI “TAIAHA OF EARLY FORM THE LONG FLARED BLADE TERMNATING IN ASTYLISED
PROJECTING TONGUE SHAPED HEAD DECORATED WITH SCROLLING ORNAVENT THREE EYES RETAINING HALIOTIS
SHELL INLAY
MARKED ‘HOOPER NO. 236’

OLD DARK BROWN SILKY GLOSSY PATINA
LATE 18TH — EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 198CMLONG, 9.5CMWIDE - 78 INS LONG, 3% INS WIDE

LITERATURE

FIGHTING TO THE MAORI WAS AN INTEGRAL PART OF LIFE AND EVERY ADULT MALE BECAVE AWARRIOR WHEN
CIRCUMSTANCES DEMANDED. RIGOROUSLY TRAINED FROMYOUTH IN MARTIAL EXERCISES AND WEAPONRY, THE
EMPHASIS WAS ON INDIVIDUAL HAND TO HAND CONMBAT. SUCCESS WAS ENTIRELY DEPENDENT ON SPEED AND AGILITY
AS NO DEFENSIVE ARMOUR WAS EVER USED. THERE WERE PRESCRIBED FIGHTING TECHNIQUES FOR EACH WEAPON
AND THE ‘TAIAHA, ATYPE OF QUARTERSTAFF, WAS WIELDED WITH BOTH HANDS IN AVARIETY OF THRUSTS, PARRIES AND
FEINTS. THE CARVED, DISTORTED, DOUBLE-FACED HEAD WITH APOINT REPRESENTING ATONGUE ISSUING FORTH IN
THE TYPICAL MAORI GESTURE OF DEFIANCE, WAS USED AS ADISTRACTION THRUST INTO AN OPPONENT S FACE IN
ORDER TO PERMT ABLOWWITH THE FLATTENED NARROW BLADE. WHEN THE ‘“TAAHA BELONGED TO MEN OF RANK IT
ALSO SERVED AS ACHIEFLY STAFF OF OFFICE.



