Finch & C°

ITALIAN FLORENTINE GILT BRONZE OF THE CRUCIAED CHRIST

AN ITALIAN FLORENTINE GILT BRONZE OF THE CRUCIFIED CHRIST AFTER AMODEL BY GIAVBOLOGNA
EXTENSIVE GILDING TO ENTIRE SURFACE OVER DARK BROWN BRONZE SHOWMNG THROUGH SMALL PATCHES OF WEAR
LATE 16TH CENTURY/EARLY 17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 22 5CMHIGH, 21.5CMWIDE - 8% INS HIGH, 8'2 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

THIS SCULPTURE OF THE CRUCIFIED CHRIST IS MODELLED AFTER ABRONZE CHRIST ON THE CROSS WHICH WAS GIVEN
BY THE MASTER GIAVBOLOGNATO THE CONVENT OF ST MARIADEGLI ANGIOLINI IN FLORENCE AROUND 1588. THE
DELICATE IMAGE OF THE DEAD CHRIST, HIS HEAD GENTLY FALLEN OVER HIS RIGHT SHOULDER, HIS LEAN YOUTHFUL
ANATOMY WITH EMPHATICALLY DELINEATED RIB CAGE AND GENTLY PROTRUDING BELLY REPEATS GIAVBOLOGNAS
WORK. THE PARTICULAR CONFIGURATION OF THE FOLD IN THE PART OF THE LOINCLOTH THAT SAGS VERTICALLY FROM
THE KNOT OVER THE RIGHT THIGH DIRECTLY DUPLICATES THIS MODEL AND DISTINGUISHES IT FROMCASTS MADE AFTER
OTHER GIAVBOLOGNAMODELS OF CHRIST ON THE CROSS. HOWEVER, THE DROPS OF BLOOD THAT ISSUE FROM
CHRIST'S SIDE AND THE HANDLING OF THE HAIR, HANDS AND FEET ARE DIFFERENT. BY 1600 SMALL CRUCIFIXES WERE
BEING PRODUCED IN LARGE NUMBERS IN THE FLORENTINE WORKSHOPS AND ONE OF SUSINI'S ASSISTANTS,
FRANCESCO PEZUTELLI, IS KNOWN TO HAVE SPECIALISED IN CASTING BRONZE CRUCIFIXES.



