
ANCIENT ROMAN MARBLE HEAD OF THE GODDESS ATHENA OR MINERVA
AN ANCIENT ROMAN MARBLE HEAD OF THE GODDESS ATHENA OR MINERVA

WEARING HER ATTRIBUTE OF THE CORINTHIAN HELMET
PERHAPS FROM A RELIEF ON A SARCOPHAGUS 

2ND CENTURY AD
SIZE: 12.5CM HIGH, 10.5CM WIDE, 9.5CM DEEP - 5 INS HIGH, 4 INS WIDE, 3¾ INS DEEP / 21CM HIGH - 8¼ INS HIGH (WITH

BASE)

 
LITERATURE

GENERALLY REGARDED AS THE GODDESS OF WAR ATHENA / MINERVA APPEARS IN MYTH TO BE THE TRUE FRIEND OF ALL
BOLD WARRIORS SUCH AS PERSEUS, HERACLES AND ODYSSEUS. SHE IS CONNECTED WITH HER FATHER ZEUS IN THE
ABILITY TO SEND STORMS AND BAD WEATHER, BUT HER COURAGE IS A WISE COURAGE AND SO SHE IS REPRESENTED
AS A PROTECTOR AND DEFENDER. SHE PRESIDES OVER THE WHOLE MORAL AND INTELLECTUAL SIDE OF HUMAN LIFE
AND THUS REPRESENTS WIT AND INTELLIGENCE. FROM HER ARE DERIVED ALL THE PRODUCTIONS OF WISDOM AND
UNDERSTANDING, EVERY ART, CRAFT AND SCIENCE WHETHER OF WAR OR OF PEACE. IMPORTANTLY TO BOTH THE

GREEKS AND ROMANS SHE WAS ALSO A GODDESS OF VICTORY, AND AS ‘ATHENE NIKE’ SHE HAD A SPECIAL TEMPLE ON
THE ACROPOLIS WHERE A 30 METRE HIGH STATUE IN IVORY AND GOLD, NOW LOST, ONCE PRESIDED.

 


