
SHARKSKIN COVERED SPECIMEN BOX CONTAINING A COLLECTION OF DOLPHIN TEETH
A SHARKSKIN COVERED SPECIMEN BOX CONTAINING A COLLECTION OF DOLPHIN TEETH 

OLD PAPER LABEL INSCRIBED ‘TEETH OF THE DOLPHIN GRINDELVAL FROM WESTMANSHAUN BAY FAROE ISLANDSÂ€¦.’
EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: BOX: 2.5CM HIGH, 6CM WIDE, 4CM DEEP - 1 INS HIGH, 2¼ INS WIDE, 1½ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

LONG AGO, A NATIVE OF POROS IN ANCIENT GREECE CALLED COERANUS WATCHED AS A GROUP OF DOLPHINS FELL
INTO A NET AND WERE CAPTURED AT BYZANTIUM. HE GAVE THEIR CAPTORS MONEY AS A RANSOM AND SET THEM AT

LIBERTY, AND FOR THIS HE EARNED THEIR GRATITUDE. HE IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN SAILING IN A FIFTY OAR-SHIP WITH A
CREW OF MILESIANS WHEN THE SHIP CAPSIZED IN THE STRAIT BETWEEN NAXOS AND POROS, ALL WERE DROWNED

SAVE COERANUS WHO WAS RESCUED BY DOLPHINS, SEEMINGLY REPAYING THIS GOOD DEED. THEY SWAM WITH HIM ON
THEIR BACKS TO A HEADLAND WHERE THERE IS A CAVERNED ROCK, AND THIS SPOT IS NOW CALLED COERANEUS.

LATER WHEN HE DIED HIS BODY WAS PUT ON A PYRE BY THE SEASHORE WHEREUPON THE DOLPHINS ASSEMBLED AND
OBSERVING FROM SOME POINT, AS THOUGH THEY WERE ATTENDING HIS FUNERAL, WATCHED THE BODY ABLAZE AND

REMAINED AT HAND UNTIL ONLY ASHES WERE LEFT AND THEN SWAM AWAY. (AELIAN 210 AD ‘ON THE CHARACTERISTICS
OF ANIMALS’)

 


