
ENGLISH EXCEPTIONAL AND LARGE CUT STEEL AND EBONY CORKSCREW
AN ENGLISH EXCEPTIONAL AND LARGE CUT STEEL AND EBONY CORKSCREW WITH FLUTED WIRE HELIX THE HANDLE

FITTED WITH A BADGER HAIR BRUSH
PERHAPS MADE FOR DISPLAY AT THE 1851 GREAT EXHIBITION 

MID 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 27.5CM HIGH, 20CM WIDE - 10¾ INS HIGH, 8 INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

CORKSCREWS CAME INTO USE MANY CENTURIES AFTER THE ORIGINAL CULTIVATION OF THE VINE. THEIR ORIGIN IS
SHROUDED IN MYSTERY AND MYTH; SUCH AS THAT OF THE GOD BACCHUS FORGING BEFORE A RAGING FIRE, A WIRE TO
IMITATE THE CURLING TENDRIL OF A VINE. NO INVENTOR IS KNOWN, BUT IT IS THOUGHT THAT THE IDEA MAY HAVE COME

FROM THE WORM ASSOCIATED WITH BULLET EXTRACTORS FOR FIREARMS AROUND 1630. IT IS MENTIONED IN A
COMMISSION OF 1631 ‘GUN MAKER’S RATES’ DRAWN UP UNDER CHARLES I AS AN ACCESSORY SUPPLIED WITH

MUSKETS, FIRELOCK AND HORSEMAN'S PISTOLS, HARQUEBUZES AND CARABINES, AND THESE WORMS CONTINUED TO
BE USED FOR MUZZLE LOADING FIREARMS UNTIL THE 19TH CENTURY. INDEED, THE STEEL TOY MANUFACTURERS OF
BIRMINGHAM SUCH AS ROBERT JONES & SON WHO REGISTERED THE FIRST DESIGN FOR A CORKSCREW IN OCTOBER

1840, ARE KNOWN TO HAVE PRODUCED BOTH GUN-BARREL SCREWS AND CORKSCREWS.
THE CORKSCREW MAY HAVE BEEN AN ENGLISH INVENTION DUE IN PART TO THE NATION’S PREFERENCE FOR OLD FINE

WINES. HISTORICALLY THESE WERE MATURED ENTIRELY IN CASKS, BUT LATER CAME TO BE AGED IN BOTTLES. THE
EARLIEST KNOWN REFERENCE TO A ‘STEEL WORME USED FOR DRAWING CORKS OUT OF BOTTLES’, IS IN 1681, BUT IT

WOULD SEEM SUCH AN INSTRUMENT WAS IN USE FOR SOME TIME BEFORE THAT. IN THE ‘TREATISE OF CIDER’ OF 1676 J.
WORLIDGE RECOMMENDS BOTTLING AS THE ONLY WAY TO KEEP CIDER AND DESCRIBES THE BINNING OF TIGHTLY-

CORKED BOTTLES ON THEIR SIDES. SO IN ALL PROBABILITY CORKSCREWS WERE FIRST INVENTED FOR USE WITH THE
JUICE OF THE APPLE, AND NOT THAT OF THE GRAPE.

 


