Finch & C°

MONGOLIAN CHINESE GOLDEN ALTAI EAGLE HUNTING BONNET

ARARE MONGOLIAN CHINESE GOLDEN ALTAI EAGLE HUNTING BONNET AJADE AMULET IN THE FORMOF ABEAR
ATTACHED TO THE LEATHER PLUME AND ADISTINCTIVE CUT LEATHER ‘RUYI' HEAD FLAP TO THE REAR
EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 9CMHIGH, 7.5CMWIDE, 10CMDEEP - 3"z INS HIGH, 3 INS WIDE, 4 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

THE IDEA OF HUNTING WITH BIRDS OF PREY IS SAID TO HAVE ORIGINATED AROUND 3500 YEARS AGO AMONG THE
HUNTING NOMADS OF THE CENTRAL ASIAN STEPPE. IN THE OPEN PLAINS BIRDS OF PREY WERE MUCH MORE USEFUL AS
‘HUNTING EQUIPMENT THAN ANY OTHER WEAPON KNOWN AT THAT TIVE. BY 945 AD THE NOMADIC KHITANS FROM
MANCHURIA CONQUERED PART OF NORTH CHINAAND ALTHOUGH THE REST OF CHINAWAS RULED BY THE SONG
DYNASTY, THEY WERE NEVER ABLE TO COMPLETELY CONTROL THE KHITAN, AND FOR 300 YEARS THE SONG PAID
TRIBUTE TO THE KHITAN TO STOP THEM FROM TAKING ADDITIONAL TERRITORY. OVER TIME THE KHITAN ASSIMLATED
MUCH OF CHINA'S CULTURE, BUT THEY RETAINED MANY NOMADIC TRADITIONS INCLUDING THAT OF HUNTING WITH
EAGLES.

IN 1857 THOMAS WITLAM ATKINSON WHILST EXPLORING IN MONGOLIADESCRIBES BEING TAKEN TO HUNT WITH AN
EAGLE: ‘THE SULTAN AND HIS TWO SONS RODE BEAUTIFUL ANIMALS. THE ELDEST BOY CARRIED THE FALCON WHICH
WAS TO FLY AT FEATHERED GAVE. AWELL MOUNTED KIRGHIS HELD THE BEARCOOTE (A LARGE BLACK EAGLE) CHAINED
TO APERCH WHICH WAS SECURED INTO ASOCKET ON HIS SADDLE. THE EAGLE HAD SHACKLES AND AHOOD AND WAS
PERFECTLY QUIET . (T.W. ATKINSON ORIENTAL AND WESTERN SIBERIA1857)

EAGLE HUNTING IS NOW PRACTISED IN MONGOLIABY THE KAZAKHS WHO FLED THEIR NATIVE COUNTRY DURING THE
COMMUNIST PERIOD. THEY CONTINUE TOHUNT IN THE TRADITIONAL WAY ON HORSEBACK. THE TRAINED EAGLES TAKING
AS PREY FOXES AND WOLVES MOSTLY IN THE WINTER SEASON WHEN THEIR FUR STANDS OUT AGAINST THE WHITE
SNOW.






