Finch & C°

ANCIENT GREEK ALABASTRON CARVED OF EGYPTIAN ALABASTER

AN ANCIENT GREEK ALABASTRON CARVED OF EGYPTIAN ALABASTER WITH AWIDE DISC RIMAND SMALL LUG HANDLES
THE BASE MARKED WITH COLLECTION NO. A7/68
SOME RESTORATION TO NECK AND UPPER BODY
CIRCA6TH CENTURY BC
SIZE: 24CMHIGH, 6.5CMDIA (MAX) - 9% INS HIGH, 274 INS DIA (MAX)

LITERATURE

THESE VESSELS WERE NAVED FOR THE MATERIAL FROMWHICH THEY WERE MOST USUALLY MADE AND WERE USED FOR
PERFUMED OILS AND FRAGRANT OINTMVENTS. BOTH THE ALABASTRON AND THE LEKYTHOS HAD NARROW NECKS SO
THAT THE PRECIOUS LIQUID RAN OUT IN DROPS. PERFUMED OIL WAS EXTENSIVELY USED IN ANCIENT TIMES TO ANOINT
THE BODY AFTER ABATH AND IN THE PALAESTRA THE BEST OIL CAVE FROMOLIVES, AND THE BEST WAS PRODUCED IN
ATTICAWHERE THE OLIVE TREE WAS CONSIDERED AGIFT OF THE GODDESS ATHENE WHO BY MEANS OF IT HAD
OBTAINED VICTORY IN HER CONTEST WITH POSEIDON FOR THE POSSESSION OF THE COUNTRY. THE OLIVE GROVES
WERE UNDER THE SPECIAL PROTECTION OF THE STATE AND IT WAS FORBIDDEN ON PAIN OF DEATH TO CUT THEMDOWN
AS THEY WERE REGARDED AS THE PROPERTY OF THE GODDESS. PART OF THE OIL OBTAINED WAS SOLD BY THE FARMER
TO THE STATE AT AFIXED PRICE AND THIS OIL WAS ONLY USED FOR FESTIVE PURPOSES, ESPECIALLY FOR DISTRIBUTION
IN PRIZES TO THE VICTORS IN THE PANATHENAIC CONTESTS.

THE MANUFACTURE OF FRAGRANT OILS AND OINTMENTS WAS AN IMPORTANT INDUSTRY IN ANCIENT GREECE. ALARGE
NUMBER OF PREPARATIONS WERE USED FOR EMBROCATIONS OF THE BODY, POMADES FOR THE HAIR AND BEARD, FOR
PERFUMNG CLOTHING, AND FOR ADDING TO BATHWATER. THE MOST EXPENSIVE KINDS OF FRAGRANCE WERE
BROUGHT FROMTHE EAST, SUCH AS THE MUCH PRIZED ‘NARDINUM PRESSED FROM THE FLOWERS OF THE INDIAN AND
ARABIAN GRASS ‘NARDUS’. FOR PRESERVING THESE LUXURIOUS OILS VESSELS OF STONE, AND ESPECIALLY OF
ALABASTER, WERE PREFERRED.






