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TRACES OF ORIGINAL RED POLYCHROME 
OLD WORN SMOOTH USED PATINA

MID 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 23.5CM HIGH, 13.5CM WIDE - 9¼ INS HIGH, 5¼ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

WOOD MASKS SUCH AS THIS WERE USED BY MEMBERS OF THE ‘HADIGONSA SHANO’, A GROUP OF CEREMONIAL MASKED
DANCERS CHARGED WITH CURING SICKNESS. FALSE FACE MASKS WERE CARVED FROM LIVING TREES. THE CRAFTSMAN
WOULD BURN TOBACCO AT THE BASE, OFFER PRAYERS AND CARVE THE FACE INTO THE STANDING TRUNK. ONLY WHEN

THE MASK WAS NEAR COMPLETION WOULD HE CLEAVE AWAY THE SCULPTURE TO HOLLOW IT OUT AND PAINT ITS
FEATURES. TRADITIONALLY RED PAINTED MASKS WERE CARVED FROM THE TREE IN THE MORNING AND BLACK ONES IN

THE AFTERNOON.
BELIEVED BY THE IROQUOIS TO POSSESS ANIMAL SPIRITS, THE MASKS WERE FED REGULARLY AND THEN CAREFULLY

WRAPPED AND PLACED FACE DOWN WHEN STORED.
AMONGST THE FIVE HODENOSAUNEE NATIONS, OR IROQUOIS, CONSISTING OF THE MOHAWKS, ONEIDAS, SENECAS,

CAYUGAS AND ONONDAGAS, SPIRITUAL LIFE WAS STRONG, PERVASIVE AND HIGHLY ORGANISED THROUGHOUT THEIR
SOCIETY. IT INCLUDED A PRIESTHOOD OF MEN AND WOMEN, KEEPERS OF THE FAITH, WHO SUPERVISED RELIGIOUS
RITES AND VARIOUS SECRET ORGANISATIONS THAT PERFORMED THE CURING AND OTHER CEREMONIES. LIKE MANY

NATIVE AMERICANS, THE IROQUOIS BELIEVED THAT THE SPIRITS OF ALL HUMANS WERE JOINED TO THOSE OF THE
OBJECTS AND FORCES OF NATURE. IN ADDITION THAT A HUMAN’S OWN INNER SPIRITUAL POWER, CALLED ‘ORENDA’

COMBATED THE POWERS OF EVIL THAT COULD HARM THE INDIVIDUAL AS WELL AS THE REST OF THE PEOPLE.

 


