Finch & C°

BERING SEA PUNUK ESKIMO WALRUS IVORY BOWMAN'S WRIST GUARD

ABERING SEA PUNUK ESKIMO WALRUS IMVORY BOWMAN'S WRIST GUARD
500-1200 AD
SIZE: 8.5CMX4.2CM, 2CMDEEP - 3% INS X 12 INS, % INS DEEP

LITERATURE

WRIST GUARDS WERE DEVELOPED DURING THE PUNUK PERIOD AS APROTECTION AGAINST THE SLAP OF THE
BOWSTRING ON THE INSIDE OF THE LEFT WRIST AFTER THE ARROW HAD BEEN RELEASED. THE OLD BERING SEA
HUNTERS DECORATED OBJECTS WITH INCISED DESIGNS AND SPIRIT IMAGES IN THE BELIEF THAT THEIR BEAUTY, WHICH
HONOURED THE ANIMAL SPIRITS, DREW GAVE TO THE HUNTER AND STRENGTHENED THE POWER OF THE WEAPON
BEING USED.

THE ABSENCE OF IDENTICAL DESIGNS ON PUNUK ESKIMO ART SUGGESTS THAT IT WAS PRODUCED BY INDIVIDUAL
HUNTERS RATHER THAN BY DESIGNATED CRAFT SPECIALISTS.



