
A BERING SEA YUPIK ESKIMO WALRUS IVORY AMULET AND A CARVED WALRUS IVORY AMULETIC SPEAR HOLDER
A BERING SEA YUPIK ESKIMO WALRUS IVORY AMULET ‘IINRUT’ IN THE FORM OF POLAR BEAR AND A CARVED WALRUS

IVORY AMULETIC SPEAR HOLDER ‘AKAGYAILKUTET’ IN THE FORM OF A TUSKED WALRUS
EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZES: A 2.5CM HIGH, 5.5CM LONG - 1 INS HIGH, 2 INS LONG 
B 2.5CM HIGH, 5.5CM LONG - 1 INS HIGH, 2 INS LONG - NOW SOLD 
C 2.5CM HIGH, 2.5CM DEEP - 1 INS HIGH, 1 INS DEEP - NOW SOLD

 
LITERATURE

‘IINRUT’ ARE SHAMANIC DEVICES MADE AS AMULETIC ‘PROTECTING SPIRITS’ CARVED BY THE SHAMAN FOR A PARTICULAR
PERSON, OFTEN A CHILD. THEY PERFORMED A SIMILAR FUNCTION TO THAT OF A CHRISTIAN CRUCIFIX WORN AROUND

THE NECK.
AMULETIC DEVICES WERE ATTACHED TO THE GUNWALES OF A KAYAK BY MEANS OF THE LEATHER ROPES THAT RUN
ACROSS THE TOP OF THE VESSEL. THE WALRUS STOOD TIED WITH ITS TUSKS IN AN UPRIGHT POSITION PREVENTING

THE HUNTER’S LANCE OR SPEAR FROM FALLING OVERBOARD AS HE APPROACHED HIS QUARRY. ONCE ATTACHED THE
AMULETS WERE NEVER REMOVED FROM THE KAYAK.

 


