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AN ANCIENT LATE HELLENISTIC GREEK MARBLE TORSO OF A YOUTHFUL DIONYSUS

CIRCA 3RD - 1ST CENTURY BC
SIZE: 31CM HIGH, 14.5CM WIDE - 12¼ INS HIGH, 5¾ INS WIDE

38.5CM HIGH - 13¼ INS HIGH (WITH BASE)

 
LITERATURE

THE GREEK GOD OF WINE, FRUIT-BEARING TREES, VEGETATION AND RELIGIOUS POSSESSION, DIONYSUS WAS AN
AGRARIAN DEITY WHOSE CULT WAS MORE POPULAR AMONGST ORDINARY CITIZENS THAN AMONG ARISTOCRATS. HE WAS
A GOD WITH WHOM HUMANS COULD COMMUNE EITHER THROUGH INTOXICATION OR THROUGH SPIRITUAL ECSTASY. HIS
FOLLOWERS GOT AGREEABLY DRUNK AT HIS FESTIVALS, THE MOST IMPORTANT OF WHICH WAS HELD IN EARLY SPRING

WHEN MASKED WORSHIPPERS WOULD IMPERSONATE THE GOD SPEAKING WORDS IN HIS CHARACTER.
DIVINELY INSPIRED FRENZY OR ‘ECSTASY’ COULD BE ACHIEVED BY HIS FOLLOWERS IN WHICH THE HUMAN PERSONALITY

BRIEFLY VANISHED TO BE REPLACED, IT WAS BELIEVED, BY THE IDENTITY OF THE GOD. THE FRENZIES WROUGHT BY
DIONYSUS WERE THE NATURAL COMPLEMENT TO THE VIRTUES OF REASON AND RESTRAINT EMBODIED IN THE GOD

APOLLO. HE REPRESENTED THE IRRATIONAL ASPECT OF THE HUMAN SOUL AND IN THE HELLENISTIC AGE AMID A
HUNGER FOR PERSONAL RELIGION, DIONYSUS WAS ONE OF THE FEW GREEK DEITIES WHOSE WORSHIP PRODUCED A

MYSTERY CULT OFFERING THE HOPE OF REBIRTH AND A HAPPY AFTERLIFE TO ITS INITIATES.

 


