
NORTH AMERICAN FINELY ENGRAVED SCRIMSHAW SPERM WHALE TOOTH
A NORTH AMERICAN FINELY ENGRAVED SCRIMSHAW SPERM WHALE TOOTH DEPICTING NAVAL ENGAGEMENTS ON LAKE

ERIE DURING THE WAR OF 1812 DECORATED WITH FLYING FISH DOVES A WHALE AND AN AMERICAN HOUSE AND
CHURCH INSCRIBED WITH THE LEGEND: ‘COMMODORE OLIVER H PERRY VICTORY OVER THE BRITISH FLEET ON LAKE

ERIE ON THE 10TH SEPTEMBER 1813’ SURROUNDED BY LEAFY FLOWERING TENDRILS
SUPERB GOLDEN COLOUR AND PATINA 

CIRCA 1816 - 1830 
SIZE: 9CM HIGH, 19CM WIDE, 4.5CM DEEP - 3½ INS HIGH, 7½ INS WIDE, 1¾ INS DEEP 

WEIGHT: 703 GRAMS - 1.55 LB’S

 
LITERATURE

THE NAVAL BATTLE ON LAKE ERIE ON SEPTEMBER 10TH, 1813 WAS ONE OF THE BIGGEST NAVAL BATTLES OF THE WAR OF
1812. FOUGHT OFF THE COAST OF OHIO, IT IS SOMETIMES CALLED THE BATTLE OF PUT-IN BAY AND UNDER COMMODORE
OLIVER HAZARD PERRY NINE VESSELS OF THE U.S NAVY DEFEATED AND CAPTURED SIX VESSELS OF THE BRITISH ROYAL
NAVY WHICH ENSURED AMERICAN CONTROL OF THE LAKE FOR THE REST OF THE WAR. THESE SCENES WERE COPIED

BY THE SCRIMSHANDERS FROM ILLUSTRATIONS IN ABEL BOWEN’S ‘NAVAL MONUMENT’ A PROFUSELY ILLUSTRATED
POPULAR COMPENDIUM OF HEROIC YANKEE NAVAL ANECDOTES FROM THE WAR OF 1812 THAT APPEARED IN A LEAST

THREE CHEAP EDITIONS BETWEEN 1816 AND 1837.

 


