
RARE PRE-CONTACT NEW ZEALAND MAORI WOODEN ‘WAHAIKA’
A RARE PRE-CONTACT NEW ZEALAND MAORI WOODEN ‘WAHAIKA’ A SHARP-EDGED SHORT HAND CLUB CARVED WITH A

SMALL TIKI 
THE NECK WITH A HOLE FOR A WRIST THONG THE BUTT WITH TRACES OF A WORN MASKED HEAD

FINE OLD SMOOTH SILKY PATINA
18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 38CM LONG - 15 INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

EUROPEAN INFLUENCE WAS MINIMAL BEFORE THE ARRIVAL OF CAPTAIN COOK WHO FIRST SIGHTED THE NORTH ISLAND
ON 6TH OCTOBER 1769. ON THE SHIP ‘ENDEAVOUR’ COOK THEN CIRCUMNAVIGATED THE ISLANDS UNTIL THE END OF
MARCH 1770 IN ORDER TO PRODUCE A THOROUGH SURVEY WHICH WAS USED PRIMARILY TO ESTABLISH WHETHER

THEY FORMED PART OF THE ELUSIVE ‘GREAT SOUTHERN CONTINENT’. ON THE SECOND VOYAGE THE ISLANDS BECAME A
BASE FOR EXTENSIVE SOUTH PACIFIC EXPLORATIONS AND A LONGER PERIOD OF TIME WAS SPENT THERE AT DUSKY

SOUND AND QUEEN CHARLOTTE SOUND. DURING THE THIRD VOYAGE SAILING EASTWARDS FROM TASMANIA HE CALLED
AGAIN IN EARLY 1777 WHILST EN ROUTE TO TAHITI AND THE WEST COAST OF AMERICA. IT IS INTERESTING TO COMPARE

AND DISTINGUISH BETWEEN THE OBJECTS COLLECTED ON THE THREE VOYAGES AS THE LATER ONES APPEAR TO HAVE
BEEN INFLUENCED BY EUROPEAN TOOLS, IDEAS AND VALUES. THE NARROW FORM, THE RUDIMENTARY LATERAL FIGURE
AND THE CONICALLY PIERCED HOLE ARE ALL FEATURES THAT POINT TO A MID 18TH CENTURY, PRE-CONTACT DATE FOR

THIS CLUB.
IN ADDITION TO THEIR FUNCTION AS LETHAL WEAPONS SHORT HAND CLUBS WERE ALSO A STATUS SYMBOL FOR MEN OF

RANK WHO CARRIED THEM AS A SIGN OF DIGNITY ON THE ‘MARAE’, THE CEREMONIAL OPEN SPACE OR COURTYARD
WITHIN THE MAORI FORTIFIED VILLAGE. MAORI WEAPONS FORMED A SIGNIFICANCE CLASS OF THEIR OWN WITHIN THE

DECORATIVE ARTS OF NEW ZEALAND, AND WERE QUITE SEPARATE AND DISTINCT FROM THE REST OF POLYNESIA.



 


