
THE ‘HEPPINGTON BELL’ CAST FROM THE CABINET COLLECTION OF MORE THAN 5000 ANCIENT ROMAN BRONZE AND SILVER
COINS

THE ‘HEPPINGTON BELL’ CAST FROM THE CABINET COLLECTION OF MORE THAN 5000 ANCIENT ROMAN BRONZE AND
SILVER COINS OF THE ANTIQUARIAN BRYAN FAUSSETT (1720-1775) BEARING THE DATE 1766 AND A LATIN INSCRIPTION

‘AVDI.QVID.TECUM.LOQUITVR.ROMANA.VETVSTAS.EXAERE.ROMANO.ME.CONFLARI.FECIT.B.F.A.S.S.1766’
18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 48CM HIGH, 47CM DIA - 19 INS HIGH, 18½ INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

BRYAN FAUSSETT (1720-1775) WAS A MEMBER OF THE SOCIETY OF ANTIQUARIES AND FROM 1750 DEVOTED HIS
ATTENTION TO THE ANTIQUITIES OF KENT, MAINLY THROUGH BARROW-DIGGING. HE KEPT A JOURNAL OF ALL OF HIS
EXCAVATIONS IN WHICH HE METICULOUSLY RECORDED EACH GRAVE’S CONTENTS. THIS WAS EDITED AND LATER

PUBLISHED WITH NOTES AND ENGRAVINGS IN 1856 AS ‘INVENTORIUM SEPULCHRALE’. A NOTE ON PAGE 204 RELATES TO
THE HISTORY OF THE BELLÂ€¦’ HE...AMASSED A CABINET OF MORE THAN 5000 ROMAN AND BRITISH COINS. HOWEVER

PRECIOUS THESE MAY HAVE BEEN FOUR GENERATIONS AGO, WHEN THE SCARCITY OF THE ARTICLE IN ANY STATE MADE
THE QUALITY AND PRESERVATION OF LESS MOMENT; AND THOUGH THEY CONTAINED MANY SPECIMENS CONSIDERED
FINE AND RARE, AND A FEW UNIQUE, EVEN IN THE PRESENT DAY, THE VERDICT OF THE PUBLIC, UNDER THE AUSPICES
OF MESSRS SOTHEBY AND WILKINSON HAS LATELY PRONOUNCED THEM MORE NUMEROUS THAN VALUABLE. BUT SOME

IDEA OF HIS DILIGENCE AT LEAST IN THIS BRANCH OF SCIENCE, MAY BE GAINED FROM THE FACT, THAT THESE 5000 WERE
THE SELECT OF HIS CABINET; THE REMAINDER, CHIEFLY DUPLICATES, TO THE WEIGHT OF 150LBS, HE MELTED DOWN
INTO A BELL, WHICH STILL SWINGS ON THE ROOF OF HEPPINGTON (THE OLD FAMILY SEAT NEAR CANTERBURY)Â€¦Â€¦.’

FAUSSETT FORMED AN IMPRESSIVE COLLECTION OF ANGLO-SAXON FINDS MAINLY OF OBJECTS OF PERSONAL
ADORNMENT, INCLUDING THE GOLD ‘KINGSTON BROOCH’, ALL OF WHICH REMAINED ALMOST UNKNOWN AFTER HIS

DEATH UNTIL IT WAS EXHIBITED IN 1844 BY HIS ANCESTOR DR GODFREY-FAUSSETT AT THE CANTERBURY
ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION. IN 1853 IT WAS OFFERED TO THE BRITISH MUSEUM WHO DECLINED IT. AFTER SOME

OUTCRY WAS RAISED TO NO EFFECT, THE ENTIRE COLLECTION WAS SOLD TO JOSEPH MAYER IN 1855 WHO
BEQUEATHED IT TO THE LIVERPOOL MUSEUM.

FROM 1914 TO 1919, DURING THE 1ST WORLD WAR THE BELL HUNG OVER THE POLICE STATION IN HYDE PARK AND WAS
SOUNDED TO WARN THE PUBLIC OF APPROACHING AIR RAIDS. SIR BRYAN GODFREY-FAUSSETT LIVED IN THE RANGER’S
LODGE IN HYDE PARK AND AFTER THE GREAT WAR GAVE THE BELL TO THE MUSEUM OF LONDON ON EXTENDED LOAN. IT

WAS RETURNED TO THE FAMILY UPON REQUEST IN 2005.

 


