Finch & C°

ANCIENT BERING SEA CHUKCHI ESKIMO WALRUS IVORY AMULET

AN ANCIENT BERING SEA CHUKCHI ESKIMO WALRUS IVORY AMULET CARVED AS APREGNANT FEMALE FIGURE AND
DRILLED FOR INVERTED SUSPENSION AS APENDANT
OLD SMOOTH WORN DARK SILKY PATINA
100 - 500AD
SIZE: 9CMHIGH - 32 INS HIGH

LITERATURE

WORN BY PREGNANT WOMEN UPSIDE DOWN, PENDANTS SUCH AS THIS WERE BELIEVED TO ENSURE PROPER DELIVERY.
FEAR THAT AN INFANT MGHT NOT BE BORN HEAD FIRST WAS ESPECIALLY STRONG AMONGST WOMEN IN PRIMTIVE
SOCIETIES. THEY OBEY TABOOS IMPOSED BY SHAMAN AND WEAR INVERTED SUSPENDED AMULETS, EMPLOYING
REVERSAL AS AMAGICAL TECHNIQUE.
THERE WERE NO RIGID BOUNDARIES BETWEEN DIFFERENT ESKIMO SOCIETIES AND THEIR ART WAS ONE OF THE MOST
EFFECTIVE WAYS OF MAINTAINING COHESION IN THEIR ANCIENT CULTURE, AND AUSEFUL TOOL FOR SUSTAINING UNITY
OF SPIRITUAL TRADITION AMONG SMALL GROUPS OF PRIMTIVE HUNTERS SCATTERED ALONG THE ENDLESS ARCTIC
COAST. ALTHOUGH OF CRUDE FORM, THIS FIGURE HAS ACERTAIN DYNAMISM THERE IS ASUGGESTION OF MOVEMENT IN
THE FLOWING CURVES OF THE ARMS AROUND THE PREGNANT BELLY, GIMNG HER THE LOOK OF APREHISTORIC VENUS.



