
BERING SEA YUPIK ESKIMO WALRUS IVORY SINEW OR THREAD SPOOL
A BERING SEA YUPIK ESKIMO WALRUS IVORY SINEW OR THREAD SPOOL ‘NEMRUSVIK’ OF ANTHROPOMORPHIC FORM

19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 5.5CM HIGH - 2 INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

SINEW FROM THE LEGS OR BACKS OF CARIBOU IS A FAVOURITE THREAD FOR YUPIK WOMEN TO USE IN SEWING. THE
SINEW IS DRIED, BEATEN AND CLEANED WITH SMALL COMBS AND THE WOMEN DIVIDE IT INTO STRIPS WHICH ARE THEN
TWISTED OR BRAIDED DEPENDING ON THEIR INTENDED USE. PREPARED LENGTHS OF SINEW ARE WRAPPED AROUND

SPOOLS OR REELS LIKE THIS EXAMPLE AND STORED WITH OTHER SEWING EQUIPMENT IN A SPECIAL BAG CALLED A
‘HOUSEWIFE’.

 


