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FRENCH POLYNESIAN MARQUESAS ISLANDS NUKU HIVA HOUSE POST

ALARGE FRENCH POLYNESIAN MARQUESAS ISLANDS NUKU HIVAHOUSE POST CARVED WITH RITUAL TIKI FIGURES
LATE 19TH CENTURY - EARLY 20TH CENTURY
SIZE: 288CMHIGH - 113"2INS HIGH /9 FEET 52INS

LITERATURE

THESE LARGE HUMAN IMAGES ARE THE MOST IMPOSING OF ALL MARQUESAN WOOD SCULPTURES AND ALTHOUGH
THERE MUST HAVE BEEN MANY OF THEMIN THE POPULOUS ISLANDS, VERY FEW SIZEABLE WOODEN TIKI'S HAVE
SURMVED. MOST OF THEMWERE SET ON THE ‘VE'AE’, ACOMMUNAL RITUAL SITE, EXPOSED TO THE ELEMENTS AND
OFTEN SURROUNDED BY MOUNTAINOUS JUNGLE. THE BEST PRESERVED TIKI ARE THE HOUSE POST FIGURES THAT
REMAINED FOR THE MOST PART UNDER COVER SUPPORTING THE FRONTS OF LARGE COMMUNAL MEETING HOUSES.
BOTH AT THE ‘ME'AE’ AND ON THE FRONT OF THESE STRUCTURES, THE TIKI REPRESENTED THE DEIFIED ANCESTORS
‘ETUA WHOSE SUPERNATURAL POWERS SUSTAINED AND PROTECTED THE COMMUNITY. THE ENLARGED HEAD IS
TYPICAL OF POLYNESIAN SCULPTURE, BUT THESE LARGE TIKI HAVE THE MOST PERSUASIVE EYES OF ALL POLYNESIA,
EVEN WHEN ERODED BY TIME AND WEATHER THEY CAN STILL CAST ASPELL THAT IS INESCAPABLE.



