Finch & C°

TWO BERING SEA THULE ESKIMO WHALE BONE ASHING LURES OR DECOYS

TWO BERING SEA THULE ESKIMO WHALE BONE FISHING LURES OR DECQOYS CARVED AS EFFIGIES OF KING SALMON WITH
INLAID EYES AND INCISED MARKINGS
OLD SMOOTH DARK POLISHED PATINA
18TH CENTURY
SIZES: 18CMLONG- 7 INS LONG AND 16.5CMLONG - 672 INS LONG

LITERATURE

SOMETIMES THESE EFFIGIES WERE USED AS DECQOYS FOR PIKE FISHING IN THE YUKON AREA ATTACHED TOAROD THEY
WERE MOVED BACK AND FORTH ON THE WATER'S SURFACE ATTRACTING PIKE AND OTHER BIG FISH TO COME UP WHICH
WERE THEN SPEARED OR HARPOONED. SEVERAL SPECIES OF SALMON ASCEND THE RIVERS OF THE BERING SEA COAST
FROMJUNE TO OCTOBER. OWING TO THEIR GREAT NUMBERS THE SALMON CONSTITUTED ALARGE AND RELATIVELY
STABLE FOOD AND OIL RESOURCE, WITH THEIR SKIN ALSO USED FOR CLOTHING AND BAGS. ALTHOUGH OF HUGE
ECONOMC IMPORTANCE SALMON DO NOT FIGURE STRONGLY IN CEREMONIAL LIFE AND SO ARE RARELY PORTRAYED
EXCEPT AS WEIGHTS OR FISHING LURES.



