
SOUTH WEST ALASKA YUPIK ESKIMO NUNIVAK ISLAND HOOPED SHAMAN’S WOODEN MASK
A RARE SOUTH WEST ALASKA YUPIK ESKIMO NUNIVAK ISLAND HOOPED SHAMAN’S WOODEN MASK THE TWO HOOPS

INDICATING THE UPPER WORLD ATTACHED STYLISED APPENDAGES REPRESENTING A SEAL AND ITS FLIPPERS AND TWO
WHALE’S TAILS ALL FASTENED TO FEATHER WANDS

TRACES OF BLACK, RED AND WHITE PIGMENT
CIRCA 1900 – 1930

SIZE: 60CM HIGH, 60CM WIDE (MAX) - 23½ INS HIGH, 23½ INS WIDE (MAX) 
69CM HIGH - 27 INS HIGH (WITH BASE)

 
LITERATURE

MUCH ADMIRED AND COLLECTED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE SURREALIST MOVEMENT SUCH AS THE ARTIST GEORGES
BRAQUE, ESKIMO MASKS WERE CREATED FOR SPECIFIC CEREMONIAL EVENTS UNDER THE DIRECTION OF A SHAMAN.
THEY WERE USED TO FACILITATE COMMUNICATION BY THE SHAMAN BETWEEN THE HUMAN AND ANIMAL WORLDS, AND

BETWEEN THE LIVING AND THE ANCESTORS. RITUALLY POWERFUL WHEN IN USE, THEY WERE OFTEN DISCARDED
AFTERWARDS, THEIR POWER AND SPIRITUAL ENERGY SPENT.

 


