Finch & C°

ANCIENT ROMAN MARBLE HEAD OF EROS OR CUPID SON OF VENUS

AN ANCIENT ROMAN MARBLE HEAD OF EROS OR CUPID SON OF VENUS PERHAPS FROMA SARCOPHAGUS PANEL
1ST - 2ND CENTURY AD
SIZE: 9CMHIGH, 12.5CMWIDE, 11.5CMDEEP - 32 INS HIGH, 5 INS WIDE, 472 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

FROMTHE 3RD CENTURY BC VENUS WAS THE PATRON OF ALL PERSUASIVE SEDUCTIONS BETWEEN GODS AND
MORTALS AND BETWEEN MEN AND WOMEN. HER SON EROS OR CUPID WAS THE GOD OF LOVE AND SYMBOLISED ALL THE
ATTRACTIONS THAT PROVOKED LOVE. THE ARCHAIC POETS PORTRAY HIMAS YOUNG AND BEAUTIFUL, WALKING OVER
FLOWERS AND THE ROSE IS PORTRAYED AS THE ‘PLANT OF EROS’ WHICH HE USES TO MAKE HIS CROVWN. HE IS
DESCRIBED AS SWEET AND WARMNG THE HEART, BUT HIS EFFECT CAN COME UPON HIS VICTIMS SUDDENLY LIKE THE
WIND, SHAKING THEMWITH FRENZIES AND CONFUSION, AND SO BECAUSE HIS POWER BRINGS PERIL, HE IS ALSO
DESCRIBED AS CUNNING AND UNMANAGEABLE.



