
ANCIENT EARLY MEDIEVAL INDIAN ‘SHAHI’ KINGDOM HINDU MARBLE
AN ANCIENT EARLY MEDIEVAL INDIAN ‘SHAHI’ KINGDOM HINDU MARBLE SCULPTURE OF THE DEMI-GOD ‘KINNARA’

STANDING WITH FEATHERED LEGS HOLDING A ‘KALASA’ TO HIS CHEST WEARING A THREE STRAND NECKLACE
7TH - 8TH CENTURY AD

SIZE: 24CM HIGH, 19CM WIDE, 14.5CM DEEP - 9½ INS HIGH, 7½ INS WIDE, 5¾ INS DEEP
31.5CM HIGH - 12½ INS HIGH (WITH BASE)

 
LITERATURE

THE SHAHI DYNASTIES RULED THE OLD PROVINCE OF GANDHARA AND THE KABUL VALLEY DURING THE CLASSICAL
PERIOD OF INDIA FROM THE DECLINE OF THE KUSHAN EMPIRE IN THE 3RD CENTURY TO THE EARLY 9TH CENTURY. THEY

PRODUCED A HIGHLY DISTINCTIVE CORPUS OF RELIGIOUS IMAGERY OFTEN SCULPTED IN A FINE WHITE MARBLE THAT
DISPLAYS INHERITED STYLISTIC CONVENTIONS FROM THE 5TH AND 6TH CENTURY GUPTA PERIOD. THE DYNASTY WAS

SPLIT INTO TWO ERAS, THE BUDDHIST AND THE LATER HINDU ‘SHAHIS’. ALTHOUGH PREDOMINANTLY RULERS OF
BELIEVERS IN THESE TWO MAIN FAITHS, THEY WERE ALSO PATRONS OF NUMEROUS OTHERS RESULTING IN A MULTI-

CULTURAL POPULATION. ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES, INCLUDING A MAJOR HINDU TEMPLE NORTH OF KABUL, OF THE 9TH
CENTURY CONTAIN BOTH HINDU AND BUDDHIST STATUARY DISPLAYING A CLOSE INTERACTION BETWEEN THE TWO

RELIGIONS.
THE HINDU DEMI-GOD ‘KINNARA’ WAS A POPULAR IMAGE IN EARLY INDIAN SACRED ART. A CELESTIAL MUSICIAN AND

PARADIGMATIC LOVER HE IS PORTRAYED AS HALF-HUMAN, HALF-BIRD OR SWAN OR HALF-HORSE. HE IS SAID TO BE FROM
ONE OF THE EXOTIC TRIBES OF ANCIENT INDIA WHO WERE INHABITANTS OF THE HIMALAYAN MOUNTAINS.

 


