
RARE GERMAN OR NETHERLANDISH APOTHECARY’S JAR AND COVER FOR A BEZOAR
A RARE GERMAN OR NETHERLANDISH APOTHECARY’S JAR AND COVER FOR A BEZOAR THE NAME CARVED IN THE

STAINED AND PAINTED PINEWOOD VESSEL THE INTERIOR LINED WITH A MARBLED PAPER CONTAINING A BEZOAR STONE
THE LID AND BASE WITH STAMPED RED WAX TAGS DISPLAYING THE SIGN OF A MORTAR AND PESTLE AND THE LEGEND

‘Â€¦. GEMEENI APOTHEK DEN HAAG’
SMALL OLD CRACK TO THE BEZOAR STONE

LATE 18TH CENTURY – EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 21CM HIGH, 11.5CM DIA. - 8¼ INS HIGH, 4½ INS DIA. 

BEZOAR: 8.5CM DIA - 3¼ INS DIA (MAX)

 
LITERATURE

TOWARDS THE END OF THE 13TH CENTURY THE FIRST PUBLIC PHARMACIES IN THE FORM OF APOTHECARIES BEGAN TO
BECOME ESTABLISHED IN ITALY. BASED ON THE ARAB MODEL THEY ORIGINALLY DEVELOPED IN THE MONASTERIES AND
COURTS OF EUROPE, LATER BECOMING PRIVATE SHOPS WHERE PHYSICIANS CAME TO BUY DRUGS, MEET COLLEAGUES

AND EVEN TO SEE THEIR PATIENTS. THE APOTHECARY WAS OFTEN ALSO AN ASTROLOGER AND ALCHEMIST WHO
PRACTISED A TYPE OF SHAMANIC MEDICINE. THE DRUGS USED IN TREATMENT WERE DRAWN FROM ALL SOURCES,

ESPECIALLY FROM PLANTS AND MANY PREPARATIONS WITH GENUINE PHARMACOLOGICAL PROPERTIES WERE KNOWN.
HOWEVER, THERE WAS WIDESPREAD USE OF VARIOUS COMPLICATED PRESCRIPTIONS CONTAINING INNUMERABLE
CONSTITUENTS RANGING FROM PRECIOUS STONES TO VIPER’S FLESH, FROM GROUND NARWHAL TUSK TO BEZOAR

STONES WHICH HAD TO BE COMPOUNDED ACCORDING TO THE MOST RIGID AND OFTEN NONSENSICAL INSTRUCTIONS;
ONE OF WHICH WAS ‘THERIACUM’ SAID TO HAVE BEEN INVENTED BY NERO’S PHYSICIAN WHICH CONTAINED 57

SUBSTANCES.
BEZOAR STONES WERE REGARDED AS A UNIVERSAL ANTIDOTE TO POISON. THE TERM WAS ORIGINALLY APPLIED TO THE

CONCRETIONS THAT FORMED IN THE STOMACHS OF CENTRAL ASIAN GOATS AND IS DERIVED FROM THE ANCIENT



PERSIAN WORD FOR ANTIDOTE, ‘BAD-SAHR’.

 


