
VICTORIAN DIORAMA DISPLAYING A SPECIMEN OF A EUROPEAN HORNETS NEST
A VICTORIAN DIORAMA DISPLAYING A SPECIMEN OF A EUROPEAN HORNETS NEST ‘VESPA CRABRO’

19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 48.5CM HIGH, 25.5CM WIDE, 13.5CM DEEP - 19 INS HIGH, 10 INS WIDE, 5¼ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

FEEDING ON NECTAR AND SUGAR-RICH PLANT FOODS, LARGE HORNETS WILL ALSO ACTIVELY ATTACK AND KILL HONEY
BEES AND RAID THE HIVE FOR ITS HONEY AND BROOD CAUSING HAVOC AND DEVASTATION. AT THE END OF THE SUMMER
THEY WILL OFTEN FLY INTO ORCHARDS TO FEED ON OVERRIPE FRUIT. GNAWING A HOLE INTO THE FRUIT THEY IMMERSE

THEMSELVES IN THE SOFT SUGARY PULP.
THE NEST IS MADE IN THE SPRING BY A QUEEN, A FERTILISED FEMALE, USUALLY IN A DARK SHELTERED PLACE SUCH AS

A HOLLOW TREE TRUNK. SHE BUILDS A SERIES OF CELLS OUT OF CHEWED PAPERY BARK INTO WHICH SHE LAYS AN
EGG. THE LARVA HATCHES AFTER FIVE DAYS AND IS FED A PROTEIN RICH DIET OF INSECTS BY THE QUEEN. IT THEN GOES

THROUGH A PERIOD OF METAMORPHOSIS AND IS TRANSFORMED INTO AN ADULT FEMALE WORKER. THE FIRST
GENERATION ALWAYS CONSISTS OF FEMALE WORKERS WHO UNDERTAKE ALL THE TASKS OF NEST BUILDING, FORAGING

AND CARING FOR THE BROOD WHICH WERE PREVIOUSLY THE TASKS OF THE QUEEN WHO WILL NOW ONLY PERFORM
HER EXCLUSIVE JOB OF EGG LAYING. FERTILISED EGGS DEVELOP INTO FEMALES AND UNFERTILISED ONES BECOME
MALE. KNOWN AS ‘DRONES’ THEY DO NOT PARTICIPATE IN THE MAINTENANCE OF THE NEST OR FORAGING. IN EARLY

AUTUMN THEY LEAVE THE NEST AND MATE DURING ‘NUPTIAL FLIGHTS’ AND DIE SHORTLY AFTERWARDS. THE WORKERS
AND QUEENS SURVIVE UNTIL LATE AUTUMN. ONLY THE NEWLY FERTILISED QUEENS WILL SURVIVE OVER THE WINTER.

 


