
VICTORIAN CASED TAXIDERMY SPECIMEN OF A PATAGONIAN MARA
A RARE VICTORIAN CASED TAXIDERMY SPECIMEN OF A PATAGONIAN MARA ‘DOLICHOTIS PATAGONUM’

19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 26CM HIGH, 40.5CM WIDE, 14.5CM DEEP - 10¼ INS HIGH, 16 INS WIDE, 5¾ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THE PATAGONIAN MARA FILLS THE NICHE OF THE HARE IN AN AREA WHERE THEY AND JACK RABBITS DON’T EXIST. IT HAS
UPSTANDING EARS, LONG SLENDER LEGS AND FEET THAT ARE WELL ADAPTED TO RUNNING AND BOUNDING ALONG AT

SPEEDS AS MUCH AS 30KM/H. ON EACH HIND FOOT THERE ARE THREE DIGITS, EACH WITH A HOOF-LIKE CLAW, EACH
FOREFOOT BEARS FOUR DIGITS, ARMED WITH SHARP CLAWS. MARA’S ARE ACTIVE IN THE DAYTIME AND WILL FEED ON

ANY AVAILABLE PLANT MATERIAL. THEY DIG BURROWS OR TAKE THEM OVER FROM OTHER ANIMALS, AND THE LITTER OF
TWO TO FIVE YOUNG IS BORN IN A NEST MADE IN THE BURROW. THEY MOSTLY LIVE IN SMALL SOCIAL GROUPS OF UP TO

15 INDIVIDUALS, AND DESPITE HARSH LOW TEMPERATURES THEY DO NOT HIBERNATE.

 


