
BERING STRAIT INUPIAK ESKIMO SHAMAN’S RITUAL OBJECT
AN UNUSUAL BERING STRAIT INUPIAK ESKIMO SHAMAN’S RITUAL OBJECT THE WALRUS TUSK INCISED WITH ABSTRACT

PICTOGRAPHS OF ANIMAL SPIRITS ‘INUA’ A WHALE AND DANCING MEN
WITH A FRAGMENT OF AN OLD COLLECTION LABEL ‘E S ANDREWS ..... 1815 Â€¦..’

18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 27CM LONG - 10½ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

PROBABLY USED AS A SHAMAN’S WAND OR BATON, THE TUSK IS DECORATED WITH A MYTHOLOGICAL BEING KNOWN AS A
‘TIRISUK’, A CATERPILLAR-DRAGON WITH LONG FEELERS AND TEETH WHO WAS GREATLY FEARED AND BELIEVED TO BE
ABLE TO EASILY PLUCK AN ESKIMO UMIAK BOAT FROM THE WATER. ESKIMO SHAMAN HAVE FANTASTIC POWERS, FLYING

TO THE STARS AND SWIMMING TO DISTANT SHORES. THEY ARE THE KEY FIGURES IN CEREMONIES, PERFORMING RITUAL
DANCES, AND ONE IS SHOWN ON THIS TUSK FLYING AND THEN DANCING WHILST A SURFACING WALRUS LOOKS ON.

PICTOGRAPHIC ART FIRST APPEARED IN PUNUK CULTURE AROUND 800AD AND OVER TIME BECAME MORE ELABORATE.
THESE INCISED ‘ENGRAVINGS’ ON WALRUS IVORY ARE ONE OF THE MOST UNUSUAL AND UNIQUE LEGACIES OF

ETHNOGRAPHIC ART LEFT TO THE WORLD BY A PEOPLE WITH NO LITERARY TRADITIONS.

 


