
ANCIENT CENTRAL INDIAN MADHYA PRADESH BUFF SANDSTONE SHRINE
AN ANCIENT CENTRAL INDIAN MADHYA PRADESH BUFF SANDSTONE SHRINE A MODEL OF A SACRED TEMPLE ‘SHIKHARA’
GUARDED BY A PAIR OF ‘MAKARAS’ WITH A MUSICIAN AND DANCING FEMALE ATTENDANT ISSUING FROM THEIR MOUTHS

10TH - 11TH CENTURY AD
SIZE: 41.5CM HIGH, 40CM WIDE, 21CM DEEP - 16¼ INS HIGH, 15¾ INS WIDE, 8¼ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

ALTHOUGH THE ‘SHIKHARA’ OR CONVEX SIDED TEMPLE TOWER IS PRIMARILY A NORTHERN ARCHITECTURAL FEATURE
THERE IS ONE VERY SIMILAR TO THIS MODEL AT A SITE OF NINE SHIVA TEMPLES OF ALAMPUR, ANDHRA PRADESH WHICH

WAS BUILT DURING THE 7TH AND 8TH CENTURIES.
THE DOOR GUARDIANS, ‘MAKARAS’ ARE FANTASTICAL MYTHICAL AQUATIC CREATURES THAT COMBINE THE BODY OF A

CROCODILE WITH THE HEAD OF A LION AND THE TRUNK OF AN ELEPHANT. AN ANCIENT SYMBOL IN INDIA THEY ARE
CONSIDERED BY THE HINDU’S TO BE AUSPICIOUS AND PURIFYING. RELATED TO A FERTILITY CULT THE ‘MAKARA’ IS THE
VEHICLE OF ‘VARUNA’, GOD OF THE WATERS OF HEAVEN AND EARTH AND IS THE EMBLEM OF ‘YAMA’, THE GOD OF LOVE.
THE COMBINATION OF A BEAUTIFUL JEWELLED, NEAR NAKED SWAYING WOMAN AND A MUSICIAN WITH SHARPLY INCISED

DETAIL OF COSTUME ISSUING FROM THE MOUTHS OF THE MAKARAS PORTRAYS AN IMAGE OF PRONOUNCED SENSUALITY,
AND ENSURES A PROTECTIVE AUSPICIOUSNESS FOR THE SMALL SHRINE.

 


