Finch & C°

JAPANESE I[VORY OKIMONO OF A HUMAN SKULL ENTWINED WITH A SNAKE

AJAPANESE IVORY OKIMONO OF AHUMAN SKULL ENTWINED WITH ASNAKE ‘MEMENTO MORI
MEIJI PERIOD LATE 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 4CMHIGH, 2.5CMWIDE, 4CMDEEP - 172 INS HIGH, 1 INS WIDE, 1'2INS DEEP

LITERATURE

THE INCREASED PRODUCTION OF JAPANESE OKIMONO, ACARVING TO STAND IN AN ALCOVE OR ‘“TOKONOMA, CAVE
ABOUT THROUGH WESTERN DEMAND FOR LARGER SIZED NETSUKE-TYPE CARVINGS WITH THE SAMVE HIGHLY DETALED
WORKMANSHIP. THEY WERE OFTEN MADE ON COMMISSION FOR THE WESTERN PATRON OF ACARVER AND WERE
ALMOST ALWAYS OF IVORY, CONSIDERED AN EXPENSIVE MATERIAL. WITH THE ARRIVAL OF SIGNIFICANT NUMBERS OF
JAPANESE NETSUKE AND OKIMONO IN THE WEST, ADIRECT INFLUENCE OVER EUROPEAN ARTISTS WAS EXERTED, SUCH
AS THE RUSSIAN GOLDSMTH PETER CARL FABERGE (1846-1920), WHOSE WORKSHOP PRODUCED INTRICATELY CARVED
MNIATURE ANIMALS AND FIGURES IN AGATE, NEPHRITE, ROCK CRYSTAL AND LAPIS LAZULI. THE DISTINCTIVE SUBJECTS
AND POSES OF CERTAIN FABERGE ANIMALS HAVE IDENTICAL JAPANESE COUNTERPARTS EXCEPT FOR THE USE OF SEM-
PRECIOUS STONE RATHER THAN THAT OF BOXWOOD AND IVORY.



