
ENGLISH NAIVE PORTRAIT OF AN EARLY VICTORIAN VETERINARY SURGEON
AN UNUSUAL ENGLISH NAIVE PORTRAIT OF AN EARLY VICTORIAN VETERINARY SURGEON THOMAS HOLFORD OF

MIDDLEWICH CHESHIRE IN HIS STUDY
INSCRIBED TO REVERSE ‘THOMAS HOLFORD M.R.C.V.S. OF MIDDLEWICH, CHESHIRE. VETERINARY SURGEON. BURIED IN
MIDDLEWICH CHURCHYARD. MATERNAL GRANDFATHER OF THOMAS WILLIAM HOLFORD BAGLEY’ ALSO WITH A PRINTED

AND HANDWRITTEN LABEL FOR FRAMER ‘HUGO LANGE & CO LTD 19 WHITECHAPEL LIVERPOOL REF B627H’
CIRCA 1830-50

SIZE: 32CM HIGH, 27.5CM WIDE - 12½ INS HIGH, 10¾ INS WIDE 
35.5CM HIGH, 31CM WIDE - 14 INS HIGH, 12¼ INS WIDE (FRAME)

 
LITERATURE

THE ART AND SCIENCE OF VETERINARY SURGERY AND MEDICINE IS OF GREAT ANTIQUITY. THE LAWS OF HAMMURABI,
2100BC MENTION A ‘DOCTOR OF OXEN AND ASSES’. TREATISES ON THE SUBJECT WERE WRITTEN BY SIMON OF ATHENS,

XENOPHON AND ARISTOTLE. ONE OF THE MOST DETAILED WAS BY THE ROMAN APSYRTUS, CHIEF ARMY VETERINARY
SURGEON TO CONSTANTINE THE GREAT. APART FROM THE IMPORTANCE OF THE HORSE IN WARFARE, THE ROMANS

WERE GREAT FARMERS AND SET UP A REMARKABLE TRADITION OF MEDICAL KNOWLEDGE APPLICABLE TO ALL DOMESTIC
ANIMALS.

BY THE 14TH CENTURY, IN BRITAIN THERE WERE PRACTITIONERS OF THE ART KNOWN AS MARSHALLS AND BY 1356 THE
MASTER MARSHALLS HAD FORMED A TRADE GUILD. LATER THE PRACTICE FELL INTO THE HANDS OF THE FARRIER, THE
‘BEAST-LEECH’ WHO HANDED DOWN HIS RECIPES FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION, AND BY THE END OF THE 18TH

CENTURY VETERINARY SURGERY WAS IN DISREPUTE. THROUGH THE EFFORTS OF THE ODIHAM AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY
AND OTHERS INTERESTED IN THE WELFARE OF HORSES AND CATTLE, A VETERINARY COLLEGE WAS SET UP IN LONDON
IN 1791. A FRENCH VETERINARY SURGEON CHARLES VIAL DE ST BEL (1750-93) WAS APPOINTED THE FIRST PROFESSOR.
IN 1823 WILLIAM DICK (1794-1866) ESTABLISHED A SIMILAR COLLEGE IN EDINBURGH AND BY 1844 THESE TWO SCHOOLS



HAD GRANTED CERTIFICATES OF COMPETENCY TO ABOUT A 1000 PRACTISING VETS. IN THAT YEAR A ROYAL CHARTER
WAS GRANTED INCORPORATING THE SCHOOLS INTO THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF VETERINARY SURGEONS AND DECLARING

THE PRACTICE TO BE A PROFESSION.

 


