Finch & C°

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO PENDE PEOPLES WOOD PENDANT

AN AFRICAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO PENDE PEOPLES WOOD PENDANT MASK HEAD FROMAN ORACLE OR
DIMNATION INSTRUMENT ‘GALUKOJI' WEARING ACROWN WITH RAISED COIFFURE
TWO DRILLED HOLES IN THE CENTRE FOR ATTACHMENT
OLD INVENTORY NUMBER TO THE REVERSE 24177’
SMOOTH DARK PATINA
EARLY 20TH CENTURY
SIZE: 8CMHIGH, 4. 5CMWIDE, 5.5CMDEEP - 374 INS HIGH, 132 INS WIDE, 274 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

‘GALUKOJI' ARE DIMINATION INSTRUMENTS USED BY THE PENDE IN THE FIRST HALF OF THE 20TH CENTURY. THE
WOODEN PENDANT HEAD IS TIED WITH RAFFIATO ASCISSOR LIKE OBJECT MADE OF FIVE INTERLINKED CROSSES
CARVED OF DOUBLE AND SINGLE BAVBOO STICKS. MADE AS AMINIATURE VERSION OF ALARGER MASK, THE HEAD IS
REPRESENTATIVE OF SPIRITUAL FORCES AND WOULD HAVE WORN A DIADEM OF FEATHERS. DURING ACONSULTATION
THE DIMNER WOULD PLACE THE ‘GALUKQOJI' ON HIS KNEES, WITH ONE OF HIS FINGERS BETWEEN THE SCISSORS, AS HE
RECOUNTED THE NAVES OF THOSE SUSPECTED OF HAVING COVMITTED THE CRIME IN QUESTION. IF ONE OF THE NAVES
MENTIONED WAS THAT OF THE ACTUAL PERPETRATOR, THE ORACLE WOULD JUMP UP AND THE MASK WOULD END UP
JUST IN FRONT OF THE DIMINER’S FACE, THUS CREATING AVERY THEATRICAL EFFECT.



