Finch & C°

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO LUBA PEOPLES HEADREST

ADEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO LUBAPEOPLES HEADREST
FINE OLD SILKY SMOOTH PATINA
19TH — EARLY 20TH CENTURY
SIZE: 12.5CMHIGH, 12.5CMWIDE, 8.5CMDEEP - 5 INS HIGH, 5 INS WIDE, 3% INS DEEP

LITERATURE

HEADRESTS WERE PRIMARILY UTILITARIAN OBJECTS USED AS PILLOWS ON WHICH TO SLEEP OR REST WHILST
PRESERVING INTRICATE HAIRSTYLES. THE LUBAWERE NOTED FOR THEIR ELABORATE COIFFURES WHICH TOOK ALMOST
FIFTY HOURS TO COMPLETE, AND WITH THE USE OF AHEADREST AT NIGHT, COULD BE MADE TO LAST TWO TO THREE
MONTHS. AS WELL AS BEING APPRECIATED AESTHETICALLY THE LUBAREGARDED THESE COIFFURES AS AN INTEGRAL
ELEMENT OF SOCIAL IDENTITY. THEY WERE ASSOCIATED NOT ONLY WITH DIFFERENT STATUS AND RANKS, BUT WITH
DIFFERENT EVENTS AND PERIODS IN AN INDIMDUAL'S LIFE.

THE LUBA EMPIRE EXTENDED OVER AVAST TERRITORY SO THERE ARE ALARGE NUMBER OF STYLISTIC VARIATIONS IN
THEIR ARTISTIC REPERTOIRE.



