
NORTHWEST COAST QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS HAIDA SPRUCE ROOT CEREMONIAL HAT
A NORTHWEST COAST QUEEN CHARLOTTE ISLANDS HAIDA SPRUCE ROOT CEREMONIAL HAT PAINTED WITH ABSTRACT

BEAR AND RAVEN DESIGNS
LATE 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 42.5CM DIA., 15CM HIGH - 16¾ INS DIA., 6 INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

FINELY WOVEN AND TWISTED SPRUCE ROOT BASKETRY CONICAL HATS WERE WORN AT FEASTS AND OTHER
CEREMONIAL OCCASIONS. WOVEN BY WOMEN, THEY WERE PAINTED BY MEN, USUALLY THEIR HUSBANDS. THE WEAVING

ON THE UPPER PART OF THE HAT IS FINER AND SMOOTHER THAN THE TEXTURED SKIP STITCH ON THE FLARING BRIM
WHICH COULD ADEQUATELY PROTECT THE WEARER FROM RAIN. THE DESIGN FORMS THAT MAKE UP THE BEAR AND THE

RAVEN HAVE BEEN REDUCED TO ESSENTIAL MINIMUMS GIVING THE DECORATION THE LOOK OF A MODERN WORK OF
ABSTRACT ART. HOWEVER, THESE HATS ARE AN OLD TRADITION AMONGST THE PEOPLES OF THE NORTHWEST COAST,

BEING PRODUCED BEFORE THE ARRIVAL OF EUROPEANS.

 


