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LITERATURE

FREDERICK, DUKE OF YORK, BROTHER TO THE KING GEORGE IV, WAS AHANDSONME, AFFABLE, MLITARY-CUM-SPORTING

TYPE WHO HAD TO LEAVE THE ARMY WHEN IT WAS PUBLICLY DISCOVERED THAT HIS MSTRESS WAS UP TOHER NECKIIN
THE SALE OF MLITARY COMMSSIONS AND PROMOTIONS. THE PRINCE REGENT WAS DEVOTED TO HIM, AND SOON MADE

HIM COMVANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE ARMY AGAIN. HIS MARRIAGE TO AGERMAN PRINCESS QUICKLY FAILED AND SHE
RETIRED TO OATLANDS PARK IN WEYBRIDGE, SURREY WHERE SHE AMUSED HERSELF WITH HER PET DOGS, UP TO 100
OF THEMAT ANY ONE TIME! POPULAR IN HIS EARLY YEARS, HIS RIGID TORY ATTITUDES, THE SCANDALS AND HIS
SPECTACULAR WASTE OF MONEY ON BUILDING PROJECTS EVENTUALLY LOST HIMHIS POPULARITY. HE DIED OF DROPSY
IN 1827.

KNOWN AS THE ‘PRINCE OF PLEASURE’ DURING THE YEARS OF HIS REGENCY FROM 1811 TO 1820 GEORGE IV WAS
CROVWNED KING ON JULY 19TH 1821, AND HIS CORONATION WAS ATRULY MAGNIFICENT AFFAIR. NOTHING WAS SPARED.
AT MDNIGHT, ALL THE CHURCH BELLS OF LONDON PEALED AND GUNS ROARED AND CONTINUED TO DO SO EVERY HALF
HOUR. WESTMINSTER ABBEY WAS DECORATED IN CRIMSON CLOTH AND FITTED OUT WITH BOXES, GALLERIES AND
BENCHES AS IF AGIANT PLAYHOUSE. THE KING WORE A27 FOOT TRAIN OF RED VELVET EMBLAZONED WITH GOLD STARS,
WITH ABLACK SPANISH HAT WITH HUGE PLUMES OF WHITE OSTRICH FEATHERS, AND THE CURLS OF HIS WIG FELL
GRACEFULLY OVER HIS FOREHEAD. HIS CORONATION COAT HAD COST 372 TIMES AS MUCH AS LATER DID THAT OF QUEEN
VICTORIA BUT FOR GEORGE IVNOW ABLE TO WEAR ANYTHING HE HAD EVER FANCIED, THE SHOW WAS WELL WORTH IT.



THE PAINTER BENJAMIN ROBERT HAYDON DESCRIBED THE SCENE: “THE WAY IN WHICH THE KING BOWED WAS REALLY
ROYAL. AS HE LOOKED TOWARDS THE PEERESSES AND FOREIGN AVBASSADORS HE SHOWED LIKE SOME GORGEOUS
BIRD OF THE EAST.



