
NATIVE AMERICAN NORTHERN PLAINS CHEYENNE BEADED DEER HIDE TOBACCO BAG
A NATIVE AMERICAN NORTHERN PLAINS CHEYENNE BEADED DEER HIDE TOBACCO BAG WITH PORCUPINE QUILL

WRAPPED FRINGE
CIRCA 1850-75

SIZE: 65CM LONG - 25½ INS LONG / 70CM HIGH - 27½ INS HIGH (WITH BASE)

 
LITERATURE

WOMEN MADE TOBACCO BAGS THAT WERE DESIGNED TO HOLD A WARRIOR’S CEREMONIAL PIPE AND TOBACCO. THE
DESIGNS THEY USED WERE SYMBOLIC OF AN INDIVIDUAL’S TRIBAL IDENTITY. THE QUALITY OF HIDE TANNING, THE

CUTTING AND DECORATION, WERE ALL HALLMARKS OF AN ACCOMPLISHED, INDUSTRIOUS AND TALENTED WOMAN AND
HER EXTENDED FAMILY OF MULTI-GENERATIONAL FEMALE RELATIVES. INDIVIDUALLY SOMETIMES, BUT USUALLY

COLLECTIVELY, THEY CREATED THE BULK OF THEIR MATERIAL WEALTH. A MAN COUNTED HIS WEALTH IN THE NUMBER
OF FINE TRAINED HORSES HE OWNED. WOMEN PRODUCED EXTRA ROBES AND APPAREL WHICH THEY TRADED AT PRE-

RESERVATION TRADING POSTS FOR METAL, CLOTH, BRASS AND GLASS BEADS.
THEIR NOMADIC LIFESTYLE PRESENTED A PROBLEM IN MOVING AND STORING THE EXTRA GOODS THAT THEY MADE AND

THIS DILEMMA WAS OFTEN RESOLVED BY GIVING THEM AWAY. A GENEROUS PERSON ATTAINED HIGH STATUS IN THE
MINDS OF FELLOW TRIBESMEN. WOMEN WERE ACCORDED ACCOLADES FOR THEIR GENEROUS HOSPITALITY AND WERE

RECOGNISED FOR THEIR ARTISTIC EXCELLENCE, INDUSTRY AND LOYALTY TO TRADITIONAL TRIBAL IDENTITY.

 


