
RARE VICTORIAN TAXIDERMY SPECIMEN OF A MINIATURE BULL TERRIER
A CURIOUS RARE VICTORIAN TAXIDERMY SPECIMEN OF A MINIATURE BULL TERRIER ‘ROSE’ STANDING ON A VELVET

CUSHION WEARING A BRASS AND LEATHER COLLAR MOUNTED UNDER AN ORIGINAL GLASS DOME
THREE METAL LABELS ATTACHED READING:

‘BREED BY MR JOHN JONES AT 23 SMITHS BUILDINGS LONG LANE BERMONDSEY LONDON’
ANOTHER:

‘THIS CELEBRATED LITTLE WONDER ‘ROSE’ THE SMALLEST BULL TERRIER EVER SEEN WEIGHT 1LB 14OZ AGED 2 YEARS
AND 3 MONTHS DIED NOV 6TH 1880’

ANOTHER:
‘Â€¦ HEYWOODS, BERMONDSEY ONE EVED DOG OUT OF JONES’S BREEDER, LADY, BY BULLS DICK OUT OF HIS BULL

BITCH, NELL 24LB WEIGHT’
CIRCA 1880

SIZE: 48CM HIGH, 46CM WIDE, 24CM DEEP - 19 INS HIGH, 18 INS WIDE, 9½ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

ONE OF THE FIRST INSTRUCTION MANUALS FOR TAXIDERMY WAS PUBLISHED BY BELON IN 1555, BUT DECOYS USED BY
BIRD TRAPPERS PROBABLY CONSISTED OF STUFFED AND CRUDE MUMMIFIED SPECIMENS LONG BEFORE. THE FIRST

MAJOR USE OF TAXIDERMY WAS TO PRESERVE THE SPECIMENS COLLECTED BY EXPLORERS AND BROUGHT BACK FROM
ACROSS THE WORLD. NOT ALL THE LIVE SPECIMENS CAPTURED SURVIVED THE JOURNEY AND ALTHOUGH SHELLS,
CORALS, INSECTS AND SOME FISH COULD BE DRIED SUCCESSFULLY, THE LARGER MAMMALS AND BIRDS POSED A
BIGGER PROBLEM TO PRESERVE. THUS, MOST OF THE OLD EUROPEAN RENAISSANCE CABINETS OF CURIOSITIES

CONTAINED THOSE EXOTIC SPECIMENS MOST EASILY DRIED RATHER THAN ‘STUFFED’, SUCH AS CROCODILE SKINS,
ARMADILLOS, CHAMELEONS, SAWFISH BLADES AND PUFFERFISH. ALL OF THESE WERE MORE RESISTANT TO INSECT

ATTACK THAN TAXIDERMIED BIRDS AND MAMMALS, AND SO SOME STILL SURVIVE IN OLD COLLECTIONS SUCH AS THOSE
THAT CAN BE SEEN AT AMBRAS CASTLE IN INNSBRUCK IN AUSTRIA.

 


