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AN ANCIENT PREHISTORIC BRITISH STANDING STONE

AN ANCIENT PREHISTORIC BRITISH STANDING STONE
CIRCA3500 —-2500BC
SIZE: 194CMHIGH - 7674 INS HIGH (6 FEET 474 INCHES)

LITERATURE

SINCE THE WORK OF EARLY ANTIQUARIAN PIONEERS IN THE 18TH CENTURY THERE HAS BEEN CONSIDERABLE
INTEREST IN STANDING STONES, AND ‘ROCK ART HAS NOW BECOME RECOGNISED AS PART OF THE HISTORIC BRITISH
ARCHAEOLOGICAL RECORD. FROMTHE LATE NEOLITHIC TO THE EARLY BRONZE AGE IT FUNCTIONED AS ONE OF THE
EARLIEST FORMS OF VISUAL COMMUNICATION. HOWEVER, IN PREVIOUS TIMES BRITISH PREHISTORIC HISTORY WAS NOT
ALWAYS THOUGHT OF AS AN IMPORTANT PART OF THE KINGDOM S HERITAGE.

THE FIRST OBJECTIVE RECORD OF STONEHENGE WAS MADE BY THE DUTCH ARTIST LUCAS DE HEERE WHO MISITED THE
MONUMENT IN 1568-9 TOGETHER WITH ANOTHER DUTCHMAN JORIS HOEFUAGEL, AND RECORDED THE LEGEND OF THE
STONES ‘WHERE THEY STILL STAND, IN THIS MANNER, AS | MYSELF HAVE DRAVWN STAYING ON THE SPOT.” IN 1620, JAVES |
WHILST STAYING ON AROYAL PROGRESS WITH THE EARL OF PEMBROKE AT WILTON, COMMANDED INIGO JONES, THE
ARCHITECT FOR PEMBROKE, TO WRITE AN ACCOUNT OF STONEHENGE. HIS TEXT STARTS FROMTHE STANDPOINT THAT
THE ANCIENT BRITONS WERE NOT THE BUILDERS ‘A€!. THERE IS LITTLE LIKELIHOOD OF ANY SUCH MATTER,
CONSIDERING ESPECIALLY WHAT THE DRUIDS WERE; ALSO WHAT SMALL EXPERIENCE THE BRITONS, ANCIENTLY
INHABITING THIS ISLE, HAD IN KNOWLEDGE OF WHATEVER ARTS, MUCH LESS OF BUILDING WITH LIKE ELEGANCY AND
PROPORTION, SUCH GOODLY WORKS AS STONEHENGE'. HE WENT ON TO PROCLAIM THE MONUMENT TO BE ‘AWORK
BUILT BY THE ROMANS, AND THEY THE SOLE FOUNDERS THEREOF'.



