Finch & C°

BLOND SHELL OF A SOUTH AMERICAN AMAZONIAN ARRAU RIVER TURTLE ‘PODOCNEMIS EXPANSA'

BLOND SHELL OF ASOUTH AVERICAN AMAZONIAN ARRAU RIVER TURTLE ‘PODOCNEMS EXPANSA
FINE OLD SMOOTH SILKY PATINA
19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 65CMHIGH, 49.5CMWIDE - 2572 INS HIGH, 1972 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

THESE TURTLES HAVE DISTINCTLY WIDE AND FLATTENED SHELLS AND CAN BE AS LARGE AS SEATURTLES. THEY
CONGREGATE ON LARGE SAND BANKS TONEST FROM SEPTEMBER TO NOVEMBER IN BRAZIL AND MARCH TO APRIL IN
VENEZUELA, ALTHOUGH THEY HAVE NOW BEEN VIRTUALLY ELIMNATED FROMTHE ENTIRE UPPER AMAZON AREA OF
BRAZIL. IN THE 19TH CENTURY OIL WAS EXTRACTED FROMTHEIR EGGS AND USED FOR LAVPS AND COOKING AND THE
LARGE ADULTS WERE KILLED FOR MEAT. IN VENEZUELA THE TAGGING OF WILD TURTLES HAS SHOWN THAT ALAPSE OF
FOUR YEARS SEPARATES THE NESTING SEASONS OF INDIVIDUAL TURTLES. THEIR NESTING SITES ARE NOW
PROTECTED, BUT THEIR DECLINE HAS BEEN MASSIVE, FROM AN ESTIMATED 330,000 IN 1799 TO 13,800 IN 1969.



