
ANCIENT EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN ROMANO-EGYPTIAN LIMESTONE HEAD
AN ANCIENT EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN ROMANO-EGYPTIAN LIMESTONE HEAD OF A WOMAN

PROBABLY ALEXANDRIAN
30 BC – 395AD

SIZE: 9CM HIGH, 7.5CM WIDE, 5CM DEEP - 3½ INS HIGH, 3 INS WIDE, 2 INS DEEP 
16.5CM HIGH - 6½ INS HIGH (WITH BASE)

 
LITERATURE

ALEXANDRIA WAS EGYPT’S LARGEST PORT AND THE GREATEST CITY OF THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN, SECOND ONLY
TO ROME ITSELF. A COMPLEX ADMINISTRATIVE APPARATUS THROUGHOUT EGYPT REPORTED TO OFFICIALS IN

ALEXANDRIA. EVEN WHEN EGYPT WAS DIVIDED INTO MULTIPLE PROVINCES FROM THE TIME OF DIOCLETIAN ON-WARDS,
ALEXANDRIA REMAINED THE HEAD OF THE WHOLE COUNTRY. THE HUB OF EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN TRADE BOTH WITH

THE ORIENT AND LOCALLY, ALEXANDRIA ALSO BECAME THE HUB OF EGYPT’S SOCIAL SCENE WITH MANY OF THE
WEALTHY ELITE OWNING PROPERTY AND BUSINESSES IN THE CITY.

GRAIN FOR SHIPMENT TO ROME OR CONSTANTINOPLE WAS FUNNELLED THROUGH ALEXANDRIA, TAXES WERE
GATHERED THERE, AND IT WAS AN IMPORTANT CENTRE FOR THE REGISTRATION OF LEGAL DOCUMENTS OR FOR

LITIGATION BEFORE IMPERIAL OFFICIALS. THE POPULATION AT ITS PEAK NUMBERED ALMOST HALF A MILLION, AND IT WAS
BY ANCIENT STANDARDS A HUGE CITY WITH A DIVERSE POPULATION.

 


