
JAPANESE BOXWOOD NETSUKE DEPICTING SAIGYÅ HÅSHI
A FINE JAPANESE BOXWOOD NETSUKE DEPICTING SAIGYÅ HÅSHI SITTING CONTEMPLATING THE SLOPES OF MOUNT FUJI

UNSIGNED
18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 3CM HIGH, 6.5CM WIDE, 4CM DEEP - 1¼ INS HIGH, 2½ INS WIDE, 1½ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

SAIGYÅ HÅSHI (1118 - 1190) WAS A FAMOUS JAPANESE POET OF THE LATE HEIAN AND EARLY KAMAKURA PERIOD. HE IS
KNOWN FOR HIS SOMBRE AND MELANCHOLIC POETRY. HE BECAME A BUDDHIST MONK, BUT REMAINED VERY ATTACHED

TO THE BEAUTY OF NATURE, AND HIS POETRY EXPRESSES THE TENSION HE FELT BETWEEN THE BUDDHIST
RENUNCIATORY IDEAL AND HIS LOVE OF THE NATURAL WORLD.

MOUNT FUJI, FROM TIME IMMEMORIAL, HAS BEEN THE SACRED MOUNTAIN OF JAPAN, THE GOAL OF PILGRIMS AND THE
CENTRE OF SEVERAL LEGENDS. FORMED DURING A GREAT EARTHQUAKE IN 286 BC, FUJI IS BELIEVED TO BE A FEMALE.

SHE IS THE HIGHEST MOUNTAIN IN JAPAN. IT IS SAID THAT AT ONE TIME MT HAKU, A MALE, TOWERED ABOVE HER. THE
BUDDHIST AMIDA WAS ASKED TO DECIDE WHICH PEAK WAS THE HIGHEST. HE RAN A PIPE FROM THE TOP OF HAKU TO

THE TOP OF FUJI AND POURED WATER INTO IT. THE WATER FLOWED DOWN FUJI'S PEAK AND SHE, IN HER RAGE AT THE
PROVEN RESULT OF THE CONTEST, BEAT HAKU ABOUT THE HEAD. BY CRACKING HIS SKULL INTO EIGHT PARTS SHE

REDUCED HIS HEIGHT AND CAUSED MT HAKU’S EIGHT PEAKS. FUJI’S LAST MAJOR ERUPTION WAS IN 1707.

 


