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TRACES OF ORIGINAL POLYCHROME
MID 17TH CENTURY

SIZE: 31CM HIGH, 26CM WIDE - 12¼ INS HIGH, 10¼ INS WIDE 
37CM HIGH - 14½ INS HIGH (WITH STAND)

 
LITERATURE

THE ‘VEIL OF VERONICA’ WAS THE MOST FAMOUS RELIC IN ROME PRESERVED IN ST PETER’S IN THE VATICAN SINCE THE
8TH CENTURY. WRITING IN THE LATE 16TH CENTURY THE FRENCH MAN OF LETTERS, MICHEL DE MONTAIGNE CLAIMED
THAT ‘NO OTHER RELIC HAS SUCH VENERATION PAID TO IT. THE PEOPLE THROW THEMSELVES DOWN BEFORE IT UPON

THEIR FACES, MOST OF THEM WITH TEARS IN THEIR EYES AND WITH LAMENTATIONS AND TEARS OF COMPASSION.’
CHRISTIANS IN MEDIEVAL EUROPE WOULD HAVE BEEN CONFIDENT THAT THEY KNEW WHAT CHRIST LOOKED LIKE AS THE

IMAGE OF HIS FACE WAS MIRACULOUSLY IMPRINTED ON THE ‘VERNICLE’ OR ‘SUDARIUM’, THE LINEN CLOTH USED BY
SAINT VERONICA TO WIPE THE SAVIOUR’S FACE. GERARD OF WALES AND OTHERS HELD THAT HER NAME REALLY MEANS
‘VERA ICON’, ‘TRUE IMAGE’, AND IT SEEMS LIKELY THAT THE LEGEND OF SAINT VERONICA WAS EMBELLISHED TO EXPLAIN
THE RELIC WHICH HAD BECOME A FOCUS IN THE LATE MIDDLE AGES OF INCREASED CONCERN WITH THE HUMANITY OF

CHRIST, ESPECIALLY THE HOLY FACE AND THE PHYSICAL ELEMENTS OF HIS PASSION.

 


