Finch & C°

NATIVE AMERICAN PLAINS DAKOTA SIOUX PIPE TOMAHAWK

ANATIVE AVERICAN PLAINS DAKOTA SIOUX PIPE TOMAHAWK THE PATINATED SMOOTH HICKORY WOOD SHAFT WRAPPED
IN BUCKSKIN STUDDED WITH BRASS TACKS WITH ASOLID BRASS HATCHET BLADE AND VASE SHAPED PIPE BOWL
CIRCA1850-70
SIZE: 50CMLONG, 21.5CMHIGH (BLADE) - 19% INS LONG, 82 INS HIGH (BLADE)

SEE: FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 24, ITEMNO. 59 FOR ALAKOTA SIOUX PIPE TOMAHAWK

LITERATURE

THE METAL PIPE TOMAHAWK WAS A CEREMONIAL WEAPON THAT BECAVE APRESTIGIOUS SYMBOL OF THE NATIVE
AVERICAN WARRIOR CHIEF. IN THE MID 19TH CENTURY THE GUN BEGAN TO REPLACE ITS IMPORTANCE AS AWEAPON
AND IT BECAVE MORE CEREMONIAL THAN PRACTICAL WITH ALL BRASS HEADS REPLACING THOSE OF IRON AND STEEL.
ITS POPULARITY LAY IN THE RELATIONSHIP PERCEIVED BY THE NATIVE AVERICAN BETWEEN AWARRIOR'S PROWESS AND
THE SPIRITUAL POWER RECEIVED THROUGH SMOKING. THE BRASS HEADED PIPE TOMAHAWK WAS OFTEN GIVEN AS A
PRESENTATION GIFT TO CHIEFS. THEY WERE BESTOWED TO SOLEMNISE TREATIES AND TO ENSURE FRIENDSHIP. THE
PIPE TOMAHAWK'S SYMBOLIC AND CEREMONIAL FUNCTION EVENTUALLY BECAVE PARAMOUNT AND THIS ALLOWED IT TO
SURVIVE LONG AFTER IT HAD OUTLIVED ITS UTILITARIAN PURPOSES.



